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For many years now, the “Yankee-Cowboy”” model
of conflict  within- the national political-economic
elite has been widely discussed within American
radical circles. Originally developed in the late 1960s
by Carl Oglesby, a former president of Students for
a Democratic Society, the model provided an ex-

tremely useful theoretical framework for analyzing

the broader meaning of such prominent and trau-
matic political events as the abortive Bay of Pigs
invasion, the John F. Kennedy assassination, Lyndon
Johnson’s sudden and unexpected resignation and
the Watergate crisis that precipitated the downfall of
Richard Nixon. Oglesby argued forcefully that the
significance of these events could not be grasped by
considering them in isolation. Instead, he contended
that they were manifestations of a far more funda-
mental tension that, in one form or another, has di-
vided the political-economic elite governing America
since the earliest days of our Republic, a tension that,
in recent years, has contributed to growing political
instability at the national level.

Oglesby’s early, fragmentary formulations of the
Yankee-Cowboy model were presented in a series of
articles appearing in such periodicals as the Guardian,
Ramparts, and the Boston Phoenix. As a result, they
did not receive wide attention among the general
public, but they did capture the imagination of many
radicals and libertarians who preceived the analytical
insights of the model. Murray Rothbard was one of
the first libertarians to recognize the importance of
Oblesby’s model in his “Only One Heartbeat Away,”

which appeared in the September 1974 :Libertarian
Forum. v v V

The Yankee-Cowboy model identifies within the
national political-economic elite two groups, or
“poles,” whose members hold fundamentally differ-
ent world-views.” The Yankees are those individuals
concentrated in the old, established families of the

Northeast whose power is derived from their control
of Wall Street financial firms and vast, multinational

corporations. These are the people who direct the
affairs of the network of interlocking institutions
that comprise the “Eastern Establishment.” Strongly
Anglophile, the Yankees perceive the North Atlantic
industrial community as the focus of their economic,

political, and cultural interests. The Rockefellers,
Morgans, Harrimans, and Dillons are some examples
of Yankee. families.

The Cowboys represent a second group within the
national political-economic elite, and this group has
its geographical foundations in the “Southern Rim”
extending from Miami through New Orleans, Dallas,
Houston, Phoenix, and Las Vegas to Los Angeles.
Deriving their economic strength from such diverse
“growth™ sectors as petroleum, agribusiness, high-
technology research and development, and defense
contracting, the Cowboys have emerged as a major
new power center contending for control of the
national apparatus. The Cowboy members of the
political-economic elite share a common cultural
heritage that is largely derived from the frontier heri-
tage of the West and that sharply distinguishes them
from their Yankee associates. Unlike the Yankees, the
Cowboys perceive the Pacific Basin as the focus for
their essential interests and tend to be far more
doctrinairely anti-Communist.

To drastically simplify a highly detailed analysis,
Oglesby argues that the Kennedy assassination in
1963 represented a virtual coup d’etat within the
political-economic élite, transferring leadership from
the Yankee elements to the Cowboy elements repre-
sented by Johnson and Nixon. However, following
growing disillusionment within the. Yankee camp over
the direction of the Vietnam War, the Yankee ele-
ments attempted to reassert their control within the
national political-economic elite through a carefully
orchestrated campaign to remove Nixon without
revealing the full extent of covert activites by govern-
ment agencies—in effect, a second coup d’etat.

In ‘the past year, two books have been published
that explore various aspects of the Yankee-Cowboy
model in considerably greater detail than is possible
here: Carl Oglesby’s The Yankee and Cowboy War
and Kirkpatrick Sale’s Power Shift. The publication
of these two books in such close succession ensures
that the Yankee-Cowboy model will receive wide-
spread public attention and should provoke a re-
examination of many of the most prominent events
of the past 15 years from this new perspective. For
example, while Woodward and Bernstein provided us
with extensive coverage of the events surrounding
the Watergate crisis, in a very real sense they merely
told us what happened; Oglesby has gone beyond this
and very persuasively argued why it happened. Sim-
ilarly, many authors have compiled evidence challeng-
ing the assumption that Lee Harvey Oswald was the

(Continued on page 4)
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oNew cassette selections from ~Audio-’
Forum include recordings ‘'of most events
at the 1976 Libertarian Party convention.
The following cassettes may be ordefed

directly’ from '.Audio-Forum, :
Washington: St., Alexandria, VA 22314,
Order prepaid, or charge to your Ameri-
can Express, BankAmericard, or Master
Charge account by providing your ac-
count number, card expiration date,
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Roger MacBride, Banquet Address, Tape

731 (51 min), $9.95. '

Nathaniel Branden, How to Commum-
cate Political Ideas, Tape 732 (55 min),
$9.95.

Ed Crane and Roger MacBride, Welcome
Address to the Convention, Tape 733
(25 min), $8.95.
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- Atheism and Rehglous Dissent,”
lecture series on theories and proponents -

Scootch Pahkonin, and
Alan Bock, Lobbying Panel, Tape 744
(32 min), $9.95.

Walter Block, Defending the Undefen-
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Murray Rothbard, Walter Grinder, and "
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®Ralph Myles Publisher, Inc. (PO Box
1533, Colorado Springs, CO 80901),
specializes. in keeping available classic
works of revisionist history, anarcho-
libertarian political philosophy, and ego-
ist philosophy. The Ralph Myles list
includes such titles as The Will to Bon-
dage; The Literature of Isolationism:
Non-Interventionist  Scholarship, 1930-
1972; Men Against the State: The Exposi-
tors of Individualist Anarchism in Ameri-
ca, 1827-1908; The Philosophy of Ego-
ism; and Revisionist Viewpoints: Essays
in a . Dissident Historical .Tradition.
Write for a catalog. : ‘

®George H. Smith, director of the Forum . .
for Philosophical Studies (6725 Sunset -

Blvd.,
90028),

Suite 500, Los Angeles, CA
is- presenting “A Hlstory of
= a ten-

of atheism, agnosticism, deism, and. free-

thought from the seventeenth century to -
the present. The series begins on Tuesday,.
11 January, 7-9 P.M. It will continue at
. the same time each Tuesday for ten con-

. .secutive ‘weeks at the Forum’s Sunset
“Blvd. office. TUItIOl’l for “ the" course is

$60, payable in three installments. For
more information, call George Smith or
Wendy Grosscup-at 213-467-1051..

®James Dale Davidéon, executive direc-
tor of the National Taxpayers Union and:

an LR contributor, has been voted Play-

boy’s Annual Writing Award for the

best new nonfiction -contribution of .

1976. The award ‘was made for his
“Punch Out the IRS!” which appeared
in the April Playboy. Congratulations,
Jim!

eLiberty Bookstore (811 Castro St.,
Mountain View, CA 94041; phone:
415-965-1776) has an interesting catalog
available in return for your address and a
$.13 cent stamp (8$.24 for first class)..
To quote from the front cover of the
catalog, “You will probably never see
another catalog like this one. In it, you
can learn how to protect yourself from:
inflation, economic collapse, food short-
ages, famine, gas shortages, taxes & the
IRS, government controls, contaminated
water, contaminated food, heart disease,
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Power of Congress
(As Congress Sees It)

By Robert LeFevre (edited by R. S. Radford)

Reviewed by Steve Eddy / Pine Tree Press, 1976 /

$2.95

The belief that Congressional representatives don’t
know what they’re doing is probably held by most
American taxpayers.

But Robert Lefevre, author of several major works
on the philosophy of libertarianism, has set out in a
newly published work to prove the notion to be
literally true: that they really don’t know what
they're doing. Or what they should be doing. Or
what gives them the legal or moral right to do any-
thing in the first place. -

LeFevre’s 1972 correspondence with 46 members
of the Senate and House has become The Power of
Congress (as Congress Sees It), edited by R.S:
Radford.

His premise is this:

A man holding public office can only be considered
an agent of others. But the generally recognized con-
cept of agency is a responsible one, requiring that the
agent know and be able to identify his principals, and
then act in their best interests. But a congressman can
show neither legal proof nor moral evidence that any-

one either appointed him as his agent or sought to.

get him to act in his best interests.

This is because these people are elected to Congress
by a secret ballot and are thus unable to point to
.their principals and act “for”
way.

How, LeFevre asks, can a man claim to be honest
while supposedly being able to represent both those
who voted for him, as well as those who would do
anything in their power to prevent him from being an
agent for them?

Therefore, someone who claims to be an agent and
acting for others, but who can show no legal or moral
proof as to who those persons are for whom he acts,
can only act on his own behalf.

In the letters to congressmen, LeFevre details this
untenable moral position and asks them to resign and
be content with the rights and privileges “enjoyed by
everybody else.” ‘

Many readers, if not particularly interested in liber-
tarianism (yet), will enjoy the book on the level of
curiosity. They will find the “deep” philosophical
and political rationales of some of their legislators
fascinating and occasionally hilarious, if not down_
right stupid.

In his lectures, LeFevre advocates no govemment
whatsoever, but rather the bringing about of a system
of responsibile individualism based on property
" rights and the nature of human beings to seek profit.

He hastens to point out that the nation’s law-
makers, and others in various strata of government,
are not all “bad guys.” Many of them, he declares, are
bright people who could most likely perform honest,
productive tasks in a free market.

Some, by the same token, woull obviously have to
become plckpockets or die of hunger within a few
days.

Those of both charactenstlcs corresponded with
LeFevre. The words of some of the big names are
here: Edmund Muskie, Gerald Ford, Hubert
Humphrey (whom, we are told, represents all of the
people of anesata) Mike Gravel, and Edward
Brooke.

But the lesser-knowns provide the real meat of the
book, and the best of its subtle humor.

Richard Hanna, then a representative from Cali-
fornia’s Orange County (where LeFevre lives), res-
ponded to LeFevre’s lengthy, scholarly, logical and

impassioned treatise by saying he had referred it to -

another congressman “who represents the district
in which you reside,” adding, “A long-standing
tradition in Congress requires that each member have
the privilege of representing his own constituents.”
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them in any honest

A New York representative, John Dow, appears to
have seroiusly considered heeding LeFevre’s request.
Citing the works of Freud, Rosseau, and Sartre, Dow
admits to the “moral ambiguity” of serving in Con-
gress, but concludes it would also be immoral to
step aside while letting someone worse than him
assume the position. ,

And at one point, we get a first hand look at a gut
level difference between conservatism and liber-
tarianism. ‘

Sen. James Buckley, widely regarded as a leader
among so-called conservatives, says a senator cannot
simply be viewed as an agent of others, but is elected
to deliberate majorities—*“to determine what is a
reasonable majority and act, therefore, not in his own
‘behalf or necessarily in behalf of an unreasonable
majority but in behalf of some common good over

and above the conflicting interests. ....”

Buckley bolsters his position with the words of
Thomas Jefferson: “The will of the majority is in
all cases to prevail, but that will, to be rightful,
must be reasonable.”

To this, LeFevre responds that the will of a majority

- might well be wrongful, but that Buckley and others

have grabbed for the power to use their own personal
scale of values to determine that which is “the com-
mon good.”

Such an authoritarian approach as the one outlined
by Buckley is one reason libertarian ranks include so
many ex-conservatives.

The crux of LeFevre’s idea is that there is nothing
wrong with representation per se; that is, if it is based

~on mutual trust, consent, and responsibility.

But, he maintains, we have instead a secretly ap-
pointed elite-conclave made up of men who believe.
they can be “right” while doing whatever they
please with the lives, liberties, and properties of
others.

And they say they justifiably derive this monarch-

“ical authority from a “Constitution” drafted in the

name of “We the People,” but which was in fact
never signed, approved, or even seen by anyone,
save a few men who saw it as a mechanism through

‘which to gain power..

One cannot fail to be awed by LeFevre’s lightning
logic and uncanny ability to remain calm and man-
nerly in the face of kingly put-downs.

For the dedicated student of liberty, LeFevre’s
congressional -correspondence—like the pioneering
work of Lysander Spooner a century ago—can only
serve to recharge ‘and uplift. ®
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392 THE CHURCH IN TODAY'’S CATA-
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D, Sc}mllz How to profit in up and down
markets. $8.9. .

398 MEDIACRACV American Parties and Pol-
itics in the Communications Age—Kevin P.
Phillips. Penetrating, $8.95

332 WAKING UP THE GIANT — Stejan T.
Possony. Detailed, fresh approaches to anti-
Communist strategy. $14.95

296 THE FAILURE OF THE “NEW ECONOM-
ICS”—Henry Hazlitt. Definitive refutation
of Keynes. $1195

188 THE GODS OF ATHEISM — Vincent P.
Micelx. S.J. Searching indictments of Sartre,
Cox, Comte, Marx, Heidegger, Robinson,
Tillich, etc. $12.50
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~ Ludwig von Mises

By Margit von Mises

i Revnewed by ‘Murray N. Rothbard / Arhngton

House, 1976 / $9.95 (illustrated)

For those who are passionately concerned with
ideas, and especially those engaged in a lifelong strug-
gle for freedom, the opportunity is all too rare to
sfep back for a moment and consider the persons
who are our mentors and guides. This is particularly
true of Ludwig von Mises, one of the great minds of
this century and the outstanding champion of human
freedom of our age. L

In-this’charming and poignant memoir of their life
together, his.devoted widow, Margit, points out that

when Mises died in October 1973, none of the articles

and memorials about him dealt with Mises the person.

- In her preface, she explains why, and why she wrote
 this book:

My husband was a very reserved person. While he
was kind and friendly to all, he was extremely
self-restrained - and uncommunicative about 'his
own life and affairs. He never talked about himself
or his family. His- work, his writings belonged to
‘the world. His feelings belonged to me. I have
reason to believe that I am the only person who
really knew him.

That is why I have written this book. The desire -
to bring him closer to his admirers and to the
many students who loved him and stood.in awe of
his genius eventually grew so strong within me that

it became almost an obsession. By telling the
story of our life together, 1 shall try to réveal
Ludwig von Mises as he really was: a great thinker,

a great scholar, a great teacher—but still a lonely
man with a great need for love and affection. -

The awe and the love I can testify to. For those of

- us who were honored and priviléged to. be students” "

and friends of Ludwig von Mises, the idea of any sort

of emotional intimacy with this man whom we Ioved

and revered was simply not thinkable.
Mises was a man of great charm, sweetness, and
benevolence—far different from ‘t

possessed the grace, courtliness and inner reserve
which was a product of an older and nobler age. But
this was not a disappointment to us; quite the con-
trary. In our bumptious world of Instant Intimacy it
‘'was an honor to know a man for whom privacy and

emptwnal restraint were’ an essential part of his

being.

In this enthralling and movmg mem01r, Marglt von
Mises has gracefully succeeded in the delicate task of
revealing to us Mises the man without presuming to
strip away his cherished sense of-privacy. (Would

- that other memoirs would do the same!)
'As the details of their life together accumulate, the _

reader becomes gripped.- and moved by the book
Who would have thought that a volume like this is
one that “one cannot put down™? And yet, Margit

~ has accomplished this feat.

Above- all, this book is a lovely valentine, a love
story of Ludwig and Margit’s life together. It is a
touching and tender love story, a romance in the best
sense of the term. No longer need we think sadly of
Ludwig von Mises’ life as merely a lonely and su-
premely courageous struggle on the part of a great
man whose ideas and contributions were neglected
and- demeaned by a hostile and uncomprehending
world, who was deprived of the high honors which
academia and the world of scholarship have heaped

~ upon him.

For now we know that Mises’ life was enriched and
made happy by his great and abiding love. All of us
who love and admire Ludwig von Mises are in Margit’s
debt—both for her existence and for this book which
tells us the Mises story. It is a book for all of us to
read and cherish.

--Andyet . . . I am reluctant to bring up any unpleas-

ant considerations in a discussion of a book of such

grace and tendemess. But his book has brought-alive
even more than before the shabbiness, the malice,
with which Mises was treated by an intellectual
‘world which should have given him all the honor and

4

doughty fighter '
one might expect frorn his writings—but he also

prestige of which it is capable.

In what I found a particularly moving passage of
the book, Margit writes of the time, early in his
life in America, when Mises visited a friend of his
(Winfield W. Riefler), who had a position with the
presitgious' Institute for Advanced Study at Prince-
ton, where scholars can devote themselves to full-
time scholarship and high intellectual companionship.
She writes:

I remember Lu [Mlses] once told me that

Riefler’s job was the only position that, really

would have made him happy. . . . It was unusual

for Lu to express a longing for something out of

“his reach. It. was more revealing to me than any

other remark he might have made. ... When I told

Fritz Machlup [one of Mises’ students in Vi-

enna]— much, much later—about Lu’s wish, he

replied, “And he would have been the right man at
the right place.” Why did no one ever think of it?

Why, indeed? In her sweet way, Margit expresses

" gratitude to New York University for giving Mises

the opportunity to teach. But I must confess that

when T consider that NYU paid Mises the munificent
sum of $2000 a year as a part-time instructor, that
they only allowed Mises to teach full-time as a visiting
professor for many years because his entire salary
was paid by the William Volker Fund and other busi-
ness admirers, that the adminstration of NYU tried to
discourage students from attending Mises’ classes,
many emotions fill my heart but gratitude isnot one
of them. |

To think that at a time when every fifth- rate
socialist refugee received well-paying and prestigious
posts in academia that a man like Mises could only
spend his years at a third-rate business school in a
subsidized post! This is a blot on American academia
that can never be forgiven or forgotten.

I am grateful and happy that Ludwig and Marglt
were able to live their lives in America without bitter-
ness, that Mises could spend his most productive and

fruitful years happily even under such contemptible
treatment. But I cannot succeed in looking at that

treatment with the same grace- and equanimity.

It is sad ‘that Ludwig von Mises could not have lived
to see’ the present resurgence of his “Austrain eco-
nomics” teachings, to see a world where a ghttermg
array of younger economists have become‘Misesians;’
where scholarly institutes, foundations, conferences
and seminars are expounding his teachings, where
Misesian books are beginning to pour forth from the
presses.

But we can console ourselves a little at the thought
that the immortal Ludwig von Mises lives on, in the
hearts of those who loved him, and in his teachings
that are finding an ever-expanding influence. And
now Margit von Mises’ memoir will play a vital

part in the immortalizing of her noble husband.

» ; Oglesby / Sale——( Continued from page 1)

lone assassin of John F. Kennedy, but Oglesby has
situated this evidence within an analytical framework
that highlights the significance of the Kennedy assas-
sination during a period of increasing tension within
the political-economic elite. Earlier researchers con-
centrated on -establishing that a conspiracy did
exist; Oglesby provides a compelling explanation of
the forces that gave rise to the conspiracy.
Sale’s.Power Shift offers a somewhat different per-
spective on the Yankee-Cowboy model, and its most
valuable contribution is a detailed discussion of the
“six basic pillars of the cowboy economy: agribusi-
ness, defense, advanced technology, oil and natural
gas production, real estate and construction and
tourism and leisure.” However, Sale’s analysis is
seriously flawed by -the tendency to present the
reader with a false dualism involving and either-or
choice between two undifferentiated regions: the
Northeast v. the Southern Rim. Moreover, Sale dis-
plays a a pronounced bias in favor of the Northeast,
leaving the reader with little doubt as to which pro-

tagonist he favors in the epic encounter between . -

these two regions.
By persistently focusing on the role of political-eco-
nomic elites; Oglesby manages to avoid much of
Sale s regionalist bias, and he calls upon the reader
“to turn against Yankee and Cowboy elites equally.”
Oglesby, far. more than Sale, appreciates that the
Yankee-Cowboy model represents an attempt “to
analyze tensions within the national political-eco-
nomic elite and that the vast majority of the' Ameri-
can people in both regions of the country are essen-
tially victims of a power struggle which few of them
fully understand. This is an extremely important

"distinction from the viewpoint .of political: strategy,

since if Sale’s regionalist perspective is adopted, one
would be:tempted-to write off the population of an
entire region as morally bankrupt. On the other hand,
Oglesby:carefully dlstmgulshes between the activities:
of the pohncal-econmmlc elites“and the rest of the ;
ation, -thereby . i constituencies -in
all regions to unite m‘reJecj:tmg’ e parasitic expansion
of power favored by both Yankees and Cowboys.

As I have already indicated, a major portion of
Oglesby’s Yankee and Cowboy War is devoted to a
detailed analysis of two political events: the assassma~
tion of John F. Kennedy and the Watergate crisis.
Oglesby regards the Kennedy assassmatlon as particu-
larly significant, and he contends that, by pohthlzmg
this issue and demanding a reopening of the investiga-
tion into the assassination, a popular movement could
be mobilized that may succeed in exposing at least
one dimension of the rivalry between the Yankees
and Cowboys.

It is unfortunate that Oblesby has only writteri one
book, since he could have written at least two very
valuable books on the Yankee-Cowboy model. The
one that he did write clearly demonstrates the value
of the model in interpreting the confusing and occa-
sionally even chaotic events that have dominated the
political scene over the past 15 years. By skillfully

.weaving historical detail and theoretical analysis into

a coherent and compelling interpretation of two of
the most dramatic events of this period, Oglesby

_establishes a persuaswe case for the validity of his

model.

"The book that Oglesby did not write would have
provided the reader with a more detailed and system-
atic elaboration of the Yankee-Cowboy model it-
self, tracing the origins of both elite groups, exam-
ining their early evolution and- analyzing the full
scope of the conflict that continues to separate them.
Such a book might be characterized as an essay in
historical sociology ,studying the institutional frame-
work within which members of both groups are

" socialized into their roles, accumulate wealth and

exercise power.

Unfortunately, despite a number of important
insights into the foundations of the Yankee-Cowboy
conflict, Sale’s Power Shift does not satisfy this need

- for a second book. By presenting a regionalist variant

of the Yankee-Cowboy model, Sale instead has
departed significantly from Oglesby’s original insights
in a direction that threatens to weaken the radical
content of the model. As a result, that second book
remains to be written, hopefully by'Oglesby himself,
or, if not, at least by someone. who will bulld upon
the foundations that Og]esby has laid.®
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A Civil Tongue\ [GOBBIEDYSPEAK)

By’ Edwin Newman

Reviewed by Stephen J. Chapman / Bobbs-Merrill,
1976 / $8.95
—-Y—'

Edwin Newman is a highly serious man when he is
on television as a reporter—he has one of the deadest
pans in the business—but in print he is usually very
funny. There are several passages in 4 Civil Tongue
that will provoke most readers to laugh out loud,
something rare in contemporary American writing,
particularly journalism. Newman has a whimsical,
original wit and an almost unerring eye for the

absurd, especially in language. A Civil Tongue should .

be a very entertaining book. It isn’t. ‘

It is nonetheless an educational book, aimed at ex-
posing the bad state of the English language, princi-
pally as spoken by Americans. To those who care, it
is clear that English suffers from writing and speaking
that are stilted, wordy, pompous, vague, and filled

with jargon, but Newman shows that the abuseis
much worse than anyone suspected. The book is

essentially a collection of atrocities strung together
by Newman’s wisecracks.
Orwell wrote thirty years ago, in his “Politics and

English Language,” that as a rule, “political writing

e ——
@6 . . .badlanguage,
like polluted air,
is everywhere and is
~ quickly becoming
inescapable ....9 9

is bad writing.” That remains true, but political
- speaking is even worse. One hopes it was momentary
confusion or nervousness or fatigue that caused
Nelson Rockefeller to say, when asked if he might
be nominated for vice president at the 1976 Republi-
can convention, “I cannot conceive of any scenario
©in which that might eventuate.” Likewise for Jerry
Brown, who explained his celebrated “asceticism™ by
saying, “I cannot relate to that material possessory
consciousness.” Surely they never would have sat
- down and. written that kind of pretentous nonsense.
There is no such excuse for the people who wrote a
. Winston-Salem, North Carolina, budget proposal,
requesting money for “effective confinement and
extinguishment of unwanted and destructive fires.”
Here Newman inserts a typical comments: “Firemen
unable to achieve distinguishment between unwanted
and destructive fires and the wanted and constructive
kind are destined to suffer languishment in the lower
grades.” ) '

One expects such talk from people in government,
who often as not have good reason to obscure what
they are doing by kicking up a lot of verbal dirt and
debris. What .is one to think, though, of a college
dean who speaks of “conceptualizing new thrusts in
programming” (“Beware the conceptualized thrust,”
says Newman. “I saw one that had gone berserk and
it took six strong men to hold it down™)? Or the uni-
versity president who, when faced with a $56,000
deficit, promised, “We will divert the force of this fis-
cal stress into leverage energy to pry improved budg-
etary = prediction and control out of our fiscal and.
administrative procedures.” Or the sociologist at the
University of Southern California who blithely des-
cribed murder and assault as “escalated interpersonal
altercations™? If our best educated people speak gib-
berish, whom can we tum to for salvation? =

To joumalists, perhaps, to those people whose liveli-
hood is their skill with words? Not a chance. The
Washington Post described a particular race horse as
“uniquely one of a kind.” The New York Times has
mentioned bills in Congress that “successfully with-
stand attacks” (“in spite of earlier impressions,”

- says Newman, “that they would unsuccessfully with-
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stand them”). Once in a while, sanity intrudes: when

the Associated Press began a story, “A Senate Appro-
priations Committee has acted to ensure that former
President Richard Nixon is not provided household
servants' at government expense,” UPI covered the
same incident with the lead sentence, “The chairman
of a Senate subcommittee says the government
shouldn’t pay for shining Richard Nixon’s shoes.”
Such examples are rare. ) .
Newman’s point is that bad language, like polluted
air, is everywhere and is quickly becoming inescap-
able, a point he illustrates painstakingly and often
quite amusingly. What he fails to do is put it all in a
coherent framework that explains why English is so
widely degraded, or what can be done about it, or

even why it is bad that people speak and write so
unclearly. A Civil Tongue ends up as little more than
a-handbook of ways to misuse the English language,
with no logical organization or clear purpose. One
could read the book’s chapters in reverse order and

-« hardly. know the difference; in fact one can get nearly
© as ‘much out of any one chapter as dut of the entire

book. Newman is funny in short sittings but tedious
and repetitive in long ones.

Newman’s book is valuable, if only for steering one
clear of countless common errors. But he leaves the
reader longing for Orwell’s lucid insights, such as his
observation that “one ought to recognize that the
present political chaos is connected with the decay
of language, and that one can probably bring about
some improvement by starting at the verbal end. If
you simplify your English, you are freed from the
worst follies of orthodoxy. You cannot speak any

of the necessary dialects, and when you make a-

stupid remark, its stupidity will be obvious, even to

yourself.” Language is too important for one to be

content with simply making fun of those who use it
badly. And no one should know that better than
Edwin Newman.m
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Prohxbmng Rattlesnakes and Strychnme

By Gary A. Hughes

'I‘he courts when dealing with cases in-

s ‘volvmg religious freedom  issues, almost
- always cite approvingly the adage that the
*. ' First Amendment erects a wall .of separa-

tion between church and state.* This is

legal shorthand for saying the state has
.. One domam,"rehglon another, and never -

. the twain shall meet.

-~ But this wall has not proven to be one

. of solid stone; from time to time breaches
have appeared One such can be called

restnchon-on-actlon” breach. This

- United States -Supreme Court in .Rey-

. nolds:v. United States, a case involving
" aMormon who was being prosecuted for

violation of the federal law proscribing
-bigamy. ~ His defense was the First

. Amendment s guarantee of religious free- -
dom; it was, he claimed, a dictate of his

religion to take more than one wife when-
ever possible. As the court noted in its
. opinion, the Mormon church taught its
male ' members -
refusing to practice polygamy. by [the]
~male members of [the] Church, when

_ Icircumstances would admit, would- be

: ‘punished, ‘and that the penalty for such

- failure and refusal would be damnation in

the life to come.” But much to Rey-

- nolds’ - surprise, the wall was found not to

‘be “as impenetrable as he had assumed.

E The court decided that while the First
~Amendment guarantees one an absolute.

* right to believe, it allows the state to res-
- -trict translation of those beliefs into prac-
“tices. Actions which offend against soci-

* . etal wealfare, safety, or morals cannot be

perrmtted said - the Court, even if they
spring from valid religious belief. In this
‘case, polygamy not only offended against
societal morals, it was criminally pro-
scribed. = Thus, the wall is solid when
mere belief is involved, but when action is
at -issue, the wall is' much like Swiss
cheese: solid with occasmnal holes, which
allow the state to mtervene in some in-
,stances S

One would assume that if any aspect of
_ religion is protected from state inter-
ference, it is the content of the ceremoni-
al practiees of a sect, unconventional as
they may be. Ceremony is a major ex-
-pression of a religion’s tenets; a finding
~that the state possesses the power to in-
“terfere in this area would pose a grave
threat to religious freedom.
case, the Supreme Court of Tennessee
made ‘such a finding: invoking the Rey-
nolds restriction-on-action doctrine, the
court allowed the state of Tennessee to
prohibit a sect from using certain uncon-
" ventional practices in its worship service.
The case, State ex rel Swann v. Pack,

concems two practices of the Holiness .

Church of God in Jesus’ Name—the hand-
ling of live rattlesnakes by some members
and ‘the drinking of strychnine by others
during. the worship service. Both prac-
tices were engaged in, according to'one of
the defendant members of the sect, to
“conﬁrm the Word of God,” not as'a test

of the ‘member’s faith. The snakes were |

“that the failing or

In a recent

.*Throughout this essay the terms “state,”

- “the state,” and “government” will be
:..used._interchangeably to mean. the politi-

cal institutions of a polity generally..
6

handled only by those who believed the
“Spirit” was with them at the time, and,
as stipulated at the trial level, in such a
way that np nonconsenting person was

" endangered.

- The 'local district attorney dlscovered
these practices and brought suit to have
- them declared a public nuisance and

~halted. The trial court shared somewhat

the district attorney’s concem, granting
an injunction  against  further - snake-
handling within the county. However,
the. court- .allowed : ‘‘any person who

- wishes -to - swallow strychmne or-‘other
poison [to} do so if 'he does not ‘make it

> Onap-

- peal, the -Tennessee Court of Appeals

- available to any other persons.’

manifested less sympathy for the district
attorney’s. position.. The judges there
found the lower court’s injunction to be'

overbroad and modified it to .forbid

snake-handling only if done “in such a
manner as will endanger the life or health-
of persons who do not conse'nt" to ex-
posure ‘to- such danger.”

“court’s allowance of strychmne dnnkmg'

was continued.

In the Tennessee Supreme Court; the
district attorney found judges as horrified
as he by the practlces at issue. The court,
citing Reynolds,’ applied ‘the restriction:

on-action doctrine, and cited other cases

illustrating the number of holes that have
rent the wall of church-state separation

-over, the years since Reynolds. The state -

“has the right to guard against the un-
necessary creation of widows and or-
phans” thundered the court, and it
proceeded to order a halt to both prac-
tices.

While the practices enjoined here may -

not be appealing, the question posed by.
the court’s action is of the gravest import.
“The state here is found to have the power

to dictate what is or is not acceptable in .,
a worship service. Even if one agrees with -~
- the result in_this particular case, the para-

mount question is: To what extent could
the ruling be expanded in the futyie? It
may be only a small step from state pro-
hibition - of certain activities to state
prohibition of certain prayers or songs or
perthaps even meetings themselves. For
instance, suppose the government turned
more openly repressive and churches re-
quested their congregations to fast until
we were delivered from the tyrants. In
such an event, could the church meetings
themselves be banned as per se a public
nuisance?  Judges often" write of the
necessity of keeping the metaphorical
door that separates individual liberties
from governmental . interference tightly
closed against government entry, for once
that door is left the slightest bit: ajar, .
government intrusion into personal liber-
ties inevitably results. This metaphor has
been used innumerable times in cases
dealing with First Amendment freedoms.

No one knows what future governments .

may be hke (indeed, who foresaw the .

‘or -what onditions may seem. to
requxre Therefore it is best at all times
to keep sight of the underlying principle
involved, and allow the occasional offen-
sive act if to arrest it would damage that
principle. Cases dealing with freedom of

The lower. -

~ the press often recite that sometimes the -
' “bad” must be allowed to insure the

“good” is not suppressed. Sucha philos-

ophy should ‘also ‘be apphed in cases
8| involving freedom of religion.

To" show' proper respect " for the wall

of separation, the Tennessee Supreme -

Court should have told the district attor-
ney to leave the sect alone.
cannot tell -a religious sect what it can or
cannot do during its: worship . service
and still comply with- the mandate of the
First Amendment’s religion. clauses.

- The best and constitutionally correct
decision would have. been for the court
to say: This is an area in which the state
has no power to intervene. Everyone at-
tends the worship service voluntarily; no
one attends or remains under compulsion:

The practices at issue- are apparently(for

the record does not appear to be clear on

this) conducted in such a way that those.

persons not participating are placed inno
danger. In-asystem of government whose

original theoretic = justification was the-

necessify of protecting the individual
from the depredations of others, there is
here no need for the state to interfere,
for. in this situation no one is threatened
by another. :

To appreciate the correctness of  this
position, one must recall John Locke’s
explanation ‘of the origin of government.
Lacke’s theory, of course, as set forth in
his Two Treatises of Government, pro-
vided the philosphical foundation of the
American system of government, and thus
provxdes an explananon of the nature of

the Nixon ‘Administration?)

~ the power to

completely prohibit

the use of
_certain practices in
religious worship

| -serviCes' .9 V)

the powers of that government.
According to Locke, people in the state
of nature collectively own the tangible
commodities we commonly call property.
By the use of his or her labor, a person
severs a portion of that property from the
commonly owned stock, thus making it
his or her own. Since such alienation is
the result of individual effort, those ca-
pable of greater effort (due to physical
strength, size of family, or other factors)

- amass a greater amount of property than
others. As a response to such inequality,

those who have less attack those who
have more. ) v

Thus, wrote Locke, the “great and chief
end . . . of Mens [sic] uniting into Com-

onwealths, and putting themselves under

Government, is the preservation of their
Property.”
formation of the government cedes to it
his or hernatural right toretaliate against

“an attacker. The government is thus cre-

ated to protect the individual against the
aggressions of others. And as the govern-
ment has only those powers it receives

from its people, as Peter Laslett has ob- -

The state -

“ The state has now
~‘been found to possess

Each person .agreeing to the ©

served, “its [Locke’s government’s] pow-

er is given for attammg an end and is thus

limited to it.” Its power to intervene is
thus limited to those situations where an

_individual is threatened or injured. by -
‘another individual. - Where there is no

threat to an individual from another, the -
government has no power to intervene.
But reality often does not mirror the-
ory. In the present case, reality dictated

_that the state think it should intervene.
~This-illusion stems from the state’s long-

standing assertion—having no legitimate
theoretical foundation—that it can inter-
vene to .protect people not only from

~ others, but from themselves. This philos-
‘ophy is reflected in numerous laws, most
-notably those penalizing alcoholic intoxi--

cation, - consensual “deviant” sex prac-
tices, and drug possession. As noted
earlier, the state founded on -Lockean
philosophy - cannot - legitimately . make
such a claim—but it has, time and time

‘again.. And the courts, equally mistaken,
‘have accepted the claim with depressmg

re gulanty

- - Recognizing that reahty ‘rather ‘than

theory controls, what would be the best

resolution of the issues presented in this

case? - When dealing with fundamental -
rights such as freedom of religion,. the
courts frequently - invoke the “least-
onerous-alternative” doctrine. ~ This is
legalese for saying that if the state be-
lieves it ‘must infringe upon a fundamen-

- tal rightt, it must restrict the extent of the

infringeinent to that absolutely necessary

to -accomplish its purpose. In cases such

as this, it means the state must breach the
wall only to the extent absolutely neces-
sary to accomplish its task, and“no fur--
ther, for small holes do less damage to the
integrity of the wall than large ones.
‘In ‘this context, the Court of Appeals

*,opmmn is pre'ferable ‘to that of Tennes-

see’s highest court. The latter court em-
ploys a bludgeon approach. Believing

‘nonparticipants might be or were endan-

gered, the court issued a blanket prohibi-
tion against the activities at issue. This:

_insured the cessation of any danger. But

it also, as the court itself noted, deprived
the church of its theological heart.” The
former court utilizes a more surgical ap-
proach, tailoring its-directive to protect
the the nonparticipants, but leaving the -
religious freedom of the sect substannally .
intact. Of the two approaches, this clear-
ly embodles the “least onerous - alter-
native.”  As the “spectators™ were’
apparently already protected in practice,
the Court of Appeals opinion in reality -
gives approval to the church’s activities.
Only a tiny burden is placed on the sect:
members are prohibited from taking their

- snakes -among the nonparticipants and

cannot - make- strychnine available to
others. But given the nature of reality, as
mentioned earlier, such a burden repre-
sents ' the least that could have been
fashioned. The decision represents a
breach in the wall, but only a very small
one.

As a consequence of the decision of the
Tennessee Supreme Court, another gaping
hole has rent the church-state wall of the
First Amendment. - The state has now
been found to possess the power to com-
pletely prohibit the use of certain prac- -
tices in religious worship services, even
though they pose no realistic threat to
anyone other than those who freely en-
gage in them. We must all be vigilant to
see that the state shows restraint in the
use of this power so that the integrity of
is weakened no further, for the passions
of the future, like the natural elements,
are capable of eroding even the strongest
safeguards, especially when they have

" been already weakened by a breach of

large proportions. The Supreme Court of
Tennessee may -well have opened Pan-
dora’sbox.m -
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Identlty and Intlmacy

By William Kllpatrlck

Reviewed by Hames-Cllchy Petzerson, Jr. /[ Dell,
1975/ $3.25 pb :
"'"V—

“The present era has been variously described as the
age of liberation, the age of transformation, even the
age of a new consciousness. At some future date,
however, we may look back and discover that it was,
in reality, the age during which we lost our identity,
and with it our ability to love.”

So begins William Kilpatrick, professor of psychol-
ogy at Boston College. in what will no doubt be re-
ceived as a throwback Victorian plea for values cur-
rently considered . obsolete and primordial: love,
fidelity, commitment. Kilpatrick, in his Identity and
Intimacy, writes about the psychology of love. as in-
volvement and commitment, and holds this up as a
positive value, distinct and more productive to the
self than the glorified fluidity of Alvin.Toffler, the
meaningless antiphilosophical ‘waverings of the
human potential movement and the rampant anti-

individualism of McLuhan and. Norman O. Brown.

Kilpatrick’s book is a careful and penetrating study
of what love is; and what it is not. His analysis is
reminiscent of the insight found in Ortega’y Gassett’s
On. Love (without the dry:pedantry)-and in C.S.
Lewis’s Four Loves (without: the Christian perspec-
tive). But offering us'more ‘than ‘a compassionate
analysis of what love s, Kilpatrick goes on to point

“a careful and penetratlng
study of what love s, ‘

et '. ."«

ahd what 1t is not. ,’

out. that love is also of crucial importance in the
development of our identity.

For:the rational man. or woman who believes that
identity . (our very,depth of being, our total self)

is built on choices and-commitments, and that the : = .

self develops through dedication to causes, to pas-

sions, to others, this book is a very warm experience. .

Murray Rothbard wrote that a lifelong dedication to
liberty can only be grounded on a passion for justice

and the passionate embrace of ethical principles of -

what justice and injustice are; as William: Lloyd Gar-
rison wrote: “I have nieed to be on fire, for I have

mountains of ice about me to melt.”” And so Kil-~ ~

_patrick states his case for embracing love and com-
" mitment. , ' '
His case is profound but uncomplicated. He writes,
as did Ortega, that love.is essentially a matter of
choice. This is enriched and broadened by adding,

from Kierkegaard, that love is not a feeling but an .

act of will, a chosen duty to which we freely commit
ourselves.

This idea of love as a chosen duty (even if freely
chosen) is incompatible with the fluid self that makes
no rational decisions but slides thiough life, uncon-
trolled, guided by emotions grounded in nothing but
whim. One reason this view of love as choice and

duty is rejected is that in being choice, love not only

requires some’ actions, but proscribes other actions,

.and thus limits our range of involvement—and this

is not desired by the Easy Riders of our age. Kilpat-
rick notes, however, that a full development of iden-
tity can only come through the intensity of involve-
ment. We must make choices to define our self, to

create identity. Yet choice is worthwhile only if we:

are willing to involve ourselves intimately in that
choice; intimacy involves, paradoxically, a relaxation
of identity to assert itself. The proposition, strength

through relaxation, is a risky one, for there is a poten- _

tial for loss. Yet, as in economics, this must hold true:

in our psychology of self-esteem; it is only by taking

risks that profits are made.
Kilpatrick has given us a powerful statement that
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should motivate us, through his persuasions, to at-
tempt to - define: ourselves through a concurrent
strengthening of identity through 1nt1macy in its most
grand form: accepting love as a serious, freely willed

. dedication to commitment. His statement is ex-
tremely well written, even graceful. His rich insight,

all of it free of any jargon, is purposefully and well

illustrated with myriad of examples from psychology,

from popular culture, from literature. His book’s
result: the strong metivation to commit oneself to
somethmg

What Kilpatrick does not do is give us any under-
standing of why we chose any given cause, passion,

or person over any other. It is here that ‘Nathaniel
Branden’s chapters on romantic love from his Psy-

- chology of Self-Esteem come to mind.

Couple Branden’s criteria for choice and Kllpatnck’

rationale for’ makmg choice more permanent than

temporary. In that marriage we have a very power-
ful, cohesive, and inspiring foundation for building

~a rational and sound psychology of love. The fourida-

tion is a coherent statement that liberates the self
from the delusions of uncommitted fluidity in a
transient age of future shock and group grope. And
even more rewarding, it is an insight that helps us
discover the power and intense reward (happiness)

~found in a freely willed, rationally chosen, commited

true love. .

The value of the two books is not just intellectual;
if the writings are taken to heart as well as mind,
the resulting value is one of intense personal gratlﬁca-
tion.

And consxdenng that love has been a source of Just
as much pain as pleasure in the world, anything that
opens our eyes to understand, perceive, and capture
love as a healthy and wonderful aspect of life is
certainly more than worthwhile. m
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 Cut Local Taxes

- —Without Reducmg Essentlal Serv1ces
By Robett Poole, Jr. i

Revxewed by Tom G. Palmer | Reason Press
1976 / $2y , :
w_

Probably one of the worst sets of ideas to emanate

from a hbertanan movement spokesman_in recent
years is Robert Poole’s Cut Local Taxes. 1 am-sorry

. to report that I found not a smgle redeemmg point

in all 46 pages. = .

What I had hoped to fi fd was a manual on how to
organize - in opposition to. local taxes: supporting
bona fide antitax candidates; running referendum
campaigns to defeat bond ‘issues and tax increases,

and the like, utilizing the libertarian argument that

;semces that have been usurped by government could
- best be provided on the free market. Instead, what I
found was a handbook for bureaucrats detailing how

state functions can be run more efficiently by utiliz-
ing “businesslike” methods.” Rather than call for
privitization of _municipal services, Poole . simply
offers a number of cost-saving gimmicks to aid poli-
ticians in running  state enterprises. All of this is
advocated, of course, in the mistaken belief that if

one can convmce a bureaucrat or politician to cut
_costs, he will automatically cut taxes proportionally.-.
This claim is simply not borne out by the facts.
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Your opportumty to

Stud economics undk
Murray Rothbard.

“BasicPrinciplesof FreeMarket Economlcs '

Isnowavailableoncassettetapes.

Today, you cannot afford Lo be wnhuut a ba

" knowledge of economics. Unfortunately, however,
‘most _existing texts and courses are Keynesian in
. orientation and unintelligible in presentation.

Now, Murray Rothbard's comprehensive lecture

" series “Basic Principles of Free Market Economics™ -
“_is available un_tape. Answering a'long-felt need, Dr.

‘Rothbard has created an-introductory course in eco-

“nomics from a libertarian, Austrian §chool viewpoint.

HOW AN-UNDERSTANDING OF ECO-

'NOMIC PRINCIPLES WILL BENEFIT YOU.

As its title.indicates. this is a course that focuses
on basic economic principles. An understanding of
such fundamentals is of vital concern to your life.

~There are, of course. any number of books. news-
letters. and seminars on investment and financial sur-
vival. Such sources often supply helpful information.
_but they cannot take the place of knowledge.

What Dr. Rothbard's course provides is not narrow
v value, but a compreh e body
of economic knowledge. Knowledge you Il carry with

« you for a lifetime. Knowledge that will serve as a se-

-cure foundation for future economic decision making.

Hearing these-lectures, you'll begin to understand
how your life, your work. and your investments are
‘affected by market forces and-government controls.
After wmpletmg the course. you'll be prepared to

- ‘make economic judgments intelligently. to compre-

hend the real meaning behind news events. and to
‘answer the arguments of those who oppose the free

_market.

1t has been said that "knowledge is power.” While
‘the myths of Keynesianism continue to domi the
.economic thinking of most people, the individual with

o afirme groundmg in free market principles has an in-

calculable advantage. He knows what's really hap-

* pening— —andwhy.

* CASSETTES: A TEACHER IN YOUR HOME.

This is an on-the-spot recording of Dr. Rothbard's
acclaimed New York City lecture course, faithfully
preserving the spontaneity. immediacy and intellec-
-tual excitement of that event. The instructor’s enthu-

. siasm. wit and penetrating insights come across to

“the listener in a manner that the pnnted page cannot

v begm to duplicate;

Auditing these tapes. then, is hke sitting in Dr.
" Rothbard's own classroom. Even better . . . since
you're not required to show up at a Manhattan lec(ure
hall at an appointed time each week. Instead. you're
free to schedule the 20 hours of lectures to suit your
own convenience. You set the pace, and you listen
when and where you choose.

Banishing forever the popular notion of economics

as a “dismal science,” Dr. Rothbard's brilliant. lucid

1 and encertammg presentation brings vividly to life
- terms like “liquidity.”

“elasticity.” and “marginal
utility.” Inflation, depression, unemployment, and
" other phenoiiena are explained clearly and author-
ntsuvely

" Drawing upon a lifetime of experience as an econ-

. omrst historian. teacher, and writer. Dr. Rothbard
- conveys his knowledge to the listener through a com-

bination of theory, analysis, and personal anecdotes.

" Abstract principles and-historical data are not pre-

sented as tedious details, but are carefully related to

~ - the concrete events of today, and to the listener's own
*life and concerns. o )

CONTENTS OF THE COURSE

The 16 lectures constituting “Basic Principles” g

cover every important topic in economics. Here's a

sampling:

B CHOICE, UTILITY AND DEMAND: resources;
scarcity: technology and production: and

scapital goods:time preference; specialization and ~

the division of labor.

BSUPPLY AND DEMAND: the economic function
of speculation; relationships between prices; sub-
stitutes and complements; joint demand and joint
supply: benefits of an exchange system: the con-
cept of elasticity.

WADVERTISING: the myth of “pure and perfect
competition”: product differentiation: the deter-
minist fallacy; government v. the market; ethics
of the market.

M PRICE CONTROLS: farm price supports: foreign

aid; rationing: the energy crisis; rent control: zon-

laws.
- THE PROFIT MOTIVE: the “owners v. managers™

theory: conglomerates: non-profit corporations: -

government.
S COSTS OF THE FIRM: revenue, cost. and profit:
“cost-plus™: the science of welfare economics.

_EPRICING OF THE FACTORS OF PRODUC- ’

TION: taxes: production costs: the classical theory
of distribution; the Law of Diminishing Retums:
marginal productivity theory.

W LABOR: unions: discrimination: child tabor laws:
immigration quotas: the history of American union-
ism: business-union collusion; “right-to-work™ laws
the minimum wage: population.

M CAPITAL, INTEREST AND PROFIT: long-run
and short-run profit; the structure of production:
the economic function of interest: time preference:
capitalization: the stock market: the economics of
slavery.

WCONSERVATION AND PROPERTY RIGHTS:

“natural” resources: broadcast frequencxes air and
water pollution.

MMONOPOLY AND COMPETITION: cartels: the
airlines: fair trade laws: antitrust.

BMONEY ANDBANKING: the evolution of money;

gold and silver: depreciation of the currency: fixed ' Y"e& send me Dr. Rothbard’: s “Basic Principles 1
and floating h rates; h power; B  of Free Market Economics.” l understand that = &>
prices and price levels: the money supply; the for- Imay return the coursefora full and immediate ::' .
eign exchange market; the balance of payments; l refund if I'm not completely satisfied within <
Gresham’s Law: bank credit expansion; fractional | three weeks after receiving it. %]
reserve banking; central banks; the Federal Reserve ] AF043 i
Systen: the business cycle. [3 I enclose full payment of $160. ) ‘
B O Charge my éredit card [}
YOUR |NSTRUCTOR 1 BankAmericard [JAmerican Express ]
[IMaster Charge
A LEADING AUTHORITY. B Expive Date 1
Dr. Murray N. Rothbard B _ Card # ] ]
is one of the most distin- | . ]
guished economic thinkers Sig i
of our time. An exponent of 1
the Austrian branch of eco- |} N |
nomics, he worked closely —
for many years Wwith that } Name 1
. school's foremost twentieth - I [ ]
century theorist, thé late - |} Address -1
Ludwig von Mises. 1 " . - 1
Among Dr. Rothbard's City State Zip
[ ]
l [

Econom; and State Power and Market America’s
Great: Dep “What Has"G Dzme to

published works. ar¢. Man, .

%

cﬁ,‘

Our \fom\ 2 dnd l-or a New 1,11:4 rty. His m)rk has
appeared in numerous publications. including
National Review, Human Events. Reason. Ramparts.
and The New York Times. He is presently professor
of economics at the Polytechnic Institute of New York.

“One of the outstanding teachers of our day™
—that’s how Murray Rothbard is described by lda
Walters. staff reporter for the Wall Street Journal.
“Only:Dr. Rothbard could remove. so much mystery.

- mistaken thinking. and outright insanity that cur-

rently surrounds contemporary economics.”” His
course, adds Ms. Walters. is “the most comprehen-
sive treatment of basic economics ever available by
recording.”

NO-RISK GUARANTE"

*Basic Principles of Free Market Economics” comes
with this unconditional guarantee: If for any reason
yvou're not fully satisfied with the course;simply
return it and we'll send"vou a full refund —no ques-
tions asked.

The entire 16-cassette
set of lectures isonly $160
—afraction of the cost of
an equivalent ‘university
education in free market
economics—if you could
even find one. If you pre- -
fer. you may pay for the
course through American
Express, Master Charge
or BankAmericard. Your
tapescome shipped in two
handsome leatherette library binders for easy access
and storage. They are accompanied by all printed
graphs and charts referred to in'the lectures.

We said earlier that knowledge is power. When it
comes to economics, too much power is exercised by
those with.too little knowledge. You can be one step

“ahead of the game with a thorough understanding of
economic principles.

Don't delay. Mail the coupon today.

901 N. Washington St.
Alexandria, Va. 22314

Government expenditure rises to meet tax revenues.

: aIJDIﬂ-F aRUM;

-

STREAMLINING THE STATE

And the level of taxatlon is determmed by how much
‘the government can get away with. As an example,
I take up the case of Orange County, California.
Huntmgton Beach and -other Orange County cities
are constantly-trotted out by Poole to demonstraté
cost-cutting methods which have “saved "the tax-
payers millions of dollars.” Yet local taxes have
skyrocketed recently, such that families have been
forced to move from the area, being unable to afford
the rising tax burden. These “savings” were not
“passed on” to the taxpayer. What such areas need,
rather than more of Mr. Poole’s cost cutting, is a
vocal and organized antitax movement. (This is a
void that could be filled by the local Libertarian
Party ) '

“ Probably one of the
~ worst sets of ideas
~to emanate from

a libertarian movement
‘Spokes\man in recent

years . . ’,

Cut Local Taxes is divided into seven parts. The first
six deal with ways to cut costs in fire departments,
police departments, public schools, garbage collec-
tion, parks-and utilities, and administration. None of
these chapters calls for privitization of services. In-
stead, state grants of monopoly to “private’ firms are
supposed to be the answer. In fact, in the section on

~ trash collection Poole openly endorses grants of

monopoly over free market competition! (If you find

- this hard to believe from the editor of Reason maga-

‘zine, join the crowd.) The bulk- of the chapters is
spent on technical details concerning the proper
diameter of fire hoses, optimal classroom size, and
the like. No mention is made of allowing free compe-

ition to decide these issues. The last section, “Fight
City Hall—And Win,” was where I had hoped, after
plowing through the first six sections, to find a few
gems of strategy tucked away. Yet, Poole only urges
-tax organizers to spend their energies pushing his
technical “improvements” in service and not organiz-
ing for defeat or repeal of taxes. The bulk of this

. chapter is filled with common-sense, yet monoton-

ous, discussion of how to set up an organization. 1
ask, for what?

Finally, it seems the whole issues boils down to -
Poole’s lack of understanding of the nature of the

, State. He seems to agree with Jerry Brown and

the “New Democrats” that government is bumbling
~and inefficient, a benevolent idiot, that is, neverthe-
less, us. “We” are the government. “They” really
represent “our” interests.
I would propose as a more realistic view that pro-
pounded by H. L. Mencken and Albert Jay Nock.
Government; to Mencken, was “the common enemy
of all well-disposed, industrious and decent men.”
Or, as Nock pointed out, “taking the State wherever
found, striking into its history-at any point, one sees
no way to differentiate the activities of its founders,
-administrators, and beneficiaries from those of a

v professional criminal class.”

What is needed to fight such an enemy is not.to
provide it with efficiency studies and tips on consoli-
dating control, but to wrest from it those areas of
human action that it has claimed for its own. &
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Personalities

Thomas Paine:

A Soldier for All Seasons

By Carl Shapiro

Wlthout a doubt one of the most extra-
ordmary and controversial figures of the
late eighteenth century was Thomas
Paine. Patriot, statesman, humanitarian,
freethought philosopher, and libertarian
scribe in both the American and French
revolutions, Paine’s services to liberty
and democracy, however inestimable,
were either undermined or largely ignored
for almost a century after his death in
1809. The stock answer to that unjust
treatment of such a good and high-
minded soul has always been that Paine’s
fearless expose of organized religion as
“human inventions set up to terrify and
enslave mankind, and to monopolize
power and profit,” in his Age of Reason,
turned the Judego-Christian world against
him. That is true, for the most part, with
(or without) adding to his vilification
Paine’s bitterly sarcastic letter in 1795 to
Washington (an old friend), damning the
president for disregarding the writer’s
plight in a French prison.

There were, nevertheless, several scat-
tered and good-natured attempts to
extricate Paine. Late in the nineteenth
century the illustrious lawyer, agnostic,
and libertarian orator, Robert G. Inger-
soll, said, among many other uplifitng
accolades, “Thomas Paine, an Infidel, did
more for this country than any other man
who ever lived in it.” In 1892, Dr.
Moncure D. Conway, a Unitarian minis-
ter, published his sensitive and scholarly
two-volume Life of Thomas Paine. Previ-
ously, during Paine’s lifetime, there had
been much praise of him by famous
American and European figures, most of
which was suppressed until Dr. Conway
enlightened an ungrateful world.

To illuminate Paine’s importance to the

establishment of free government, we
have only to briefly survey three of his
most important and effective works.

For example, early in 1776, Paine
wrote Common Sense, the dynamic
pamphlet that convinced America once
and for all of the necessity of indepen-
dence, and which directly influenced ‘the
drafting of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence. It was one thing to present ration-

al arguments in favor of separation, but

it was yet another to enrich them with
vigor, clarity, and penetrating energy
that the average citizen could understand.
Common Sense was not the product of
a formally educated political writer,
but the blunt logic of an ingenious, self-
motivated enthusiast. An English-born
commoner—in America less than  two
years—fired the imaginations of thou-
sands with, as Washington put it, “sound
and unanswerable”’ arguments. It is of
little wonder that independence was
demanded when the colonists read: “The
cause of America is in great measure the
cause of all mankind . . .. Tis not the
concern of a day, a year, or an age; pos-
terity are virtually involved in the con-
test . ... It is the true interest of America
to steer clear of European contentions,

which she never can do, while, by her

dependence on Britain, she is made the
make-weight in the scale of British poli-
tics.”

the king sympathized with the lowly
laborer, Paine showed that a monarch,
by unnatural rule, had no right “to set
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Appealing to the hearts and emo-
tions of the worker, the farmer, and the
craftsman who clung to the notion that

to all others forever.” To Paine, “the
exalting of one man so greatly above the
rest, cannot be justified on the equal
rights of nature. . . for monarchy in
every instance is the popery of govemn-
ment,” Common Sense was the catalyst,
the clarion call to independence. Within
three months about'120,000 copies del-

“uged the colonies.

After the war of independence began,
Paine, with undiminshed zeal, voluntered
for soldier duty and subsequently
marched with Washington’s demoralized
army on its humiliating retreat through
New Jersey. It was during that harrowing
episode that Paine began the first in a
series of 15 pamphlets known as The
American Crisis, beginning with the oft-
heralded  “These| are the times that try
men’s souls.” Inspiring words to be sure,
written for a particular occasion, but,
indeed, prophetic for all seasons. These
vital and stirring exhortations are invalu-
able, not only for their passionate appeals
to patriotism, but for their insight, both
journalistically and historically, into the
changing situations from 1776 to 1783.

Aside from the high emotional pitch of
his pen, which served dramatically the
immediate needs of his countrymen, the
deeper meaning of Paine’s writings was
the underlying theme of all of his works:
the natural rights of men. The concept

~was not new—but it was broadened and

systematized by Paine in his monumental
Rights of Man. Written in England in
1791 as a smashing refutation of Edmund
Burke’s Reflections on the Revolution in
France, this two-part work was the cul-
mination of all of Paine’s republican prin-
ciples, and it very nearly caused the entire
European continent to revolt against
monarchy, Burke had degraded the
right of a people to overthrow a tyranni-
cal government, and Paine responded
with what became the handbook of mod-
ern. democracy. In-essense, Paine based

all ‘his arguments upon the one premise -

that the order of mankind is not the

-product of government, but the effect
‘of its natural habits. Therefore, men,

regardless of- distinctions' of trade or
nationality, are bound by *“the mutual
dependence and reciprocal interest which

“man has upon man, and all parts of civi-

lized community upon each other . ...
Formal government makes but a small
part of civilised life; and when even the
best that human wisdom can devise is
established, it is a thing more in name and
idea than in fact.” Never unmindful of
the injustices perpetrated .upon the
young, the aged, and the poor, Paine
summed it up in one universal challenge:

~“When it shall be said in any country in

the world, My poor are happy; neither
ignorance nor distress is to be found
among them; my jails are empty of pri-
soners, my streets of beggars; the aged are
not in want, the taxes are not oppress-
sive . . . > when, these things |can be said,
then may that country boast of its consti-

- tution and its government.”

As a result of Rights, Paine was forced
to flee England, but not without a pri-
vately uttered “compliment™ from Prime
Minister William Pitt: “Tom Paine is
quite right. What am I to do? As thmgs

are, if I were to encourage his opinions
we should have a bloody revolution.”
Yet, thousands of copies were circulated,
while puplishers and booksellers were
prosecuted—living proof of its stupendous
influence and importance.

_In France, to which he fled and was
welcomed as a hero amid shouts of
“Long live Thomas Paine, long live the
rights of man,” Paine was elected to the
National Assembly.He helped draft a con-
stitution and penned other republican
works. But his humane efforts to save the
life of Louis XVI made Paine a marked
man. He was arrested and imprisoned in
1793. It was in his cell that Paine wrote
his deistical masterpiece, The Age of
Reason.

| After ten months! of gruelling imprison-
ment, Paine was released through the
kind efforts of James Monroe, the new
American minister to France. He eventu-
ally retumed to his “much-loved Amer-
ica,” where all that awaited him (for the
most part) were epithets and abuse for
writing the mind-libertating Age of
Reason. But Paine did what a genius must
do--and regretted none of it.

Indeed, as Ingersoll said with eulogistic
reverence: ‘“Paine lived a long, laborious
and useful life. The world is better for
his having lived. For the sake of truth he
accepted hatred and reproach for his
portion, His friends were untrue to him
because he was true to himself, and true
to them. He lost the repect of what is
called society, but kept his own. His life
is what the world calls failure and what
history calls success. . A few more
years—a few more brave men—a few more
rays of light, and mankind will venerate
the memory of him who said, ‘The world
is my country, and to do good my reli-

gion.””’m
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* The Last Day:

By Chris Welles

" Reviewed by Alan Faxrgate !/ Dutton 1975 / $15

Chris Welles has written an extremely important
book tracing the background to the institutional crisis
that presently envelops the New York Stock Ex-
change, and he provides insight into a 51gn1ﬁcant

power shift that is occurring within U.S. capital mar- .
.kets. While his study presents a detailed account of

these developments, Welles writes well and clearly.

- Even the layman can read The Last Days of the Club

without becoming lost in a morass of intricate detail.
Welles also provides an extensive and very useful bib-
liography for those who wish to read further in more
specialized sources.

.- The Last Ddys of the Club focuses on the gradual
disintegration of the New York Stock Exchange,
which the author describes as “among the most en-
‘during and successful cartels of the modern commer-
‘cial world.” Beginning in 1792 with the Buttonwood
Tree Agreement, the NYSE sought to prohibit com-
petition and fix a uniform brokerage commission to

~be charged by its member firms to public investors.

. As Welles himself points out, the ultimate failure of

 these efforts by the NYSE represents a “classic eco-
nomic process . . . . “the forces of competition have
severely damaged a monopoly cartel that exposed
itself to attack by resisting change and losing control

- of its market.” While the process is not yet complete,
it is clear that a fundamental- transformation is
presently occurring in the institutional framework of

- the capital market.

‘The weakening of the NYSE has occurred on two
distinct levels. Welles provides a series of case studies
to illustrate the-incompetence and distortion in man-
agement priorities that emerged among member firms
under the protection of the NYSE’s fixed-commission
rules. In addition to the deterioration in the intetnal
management_of the NYSE’s member firms, Welles
also examines a variety of external developments that
contributed to the present crisis. While the popular

.press and even business. magazines have tended to
focus on the role of the Securities and Exchange
Commission in ordering the termination of the
NYSE’s fixed commission pricing structure, Welles
demonstrates in great detail that the fixed-commis-
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_sion pricing” structure had already undergone con-

siderable erosion as a result of competitive pressures
originating among nonmember financial institutions.
In effect, the SEC decision served merely to formalize
a de_facto situation of price competition that had

" “emerged in the market.

Writers who contend that the SEC’s ruling demon-
strates the ability of regulatory agencies to pursue.
policies that conflict with the intersts of the regulated
industry ignore the fact that the SEC ruling at best
served only to accelerate a process that had already
become irreversible. Furthermore, such a superficial

_analysis overlooks the possibility that the SEC, in

response to ‘underlying shifts in financial power
within the capital market, may have shifted its
allegiance from the member firms of the NYSE to
nonmember financial institutions. This policy shift
by the SEC may thus be analogous to the shift that
occurred in the Interstate Commerce Commission,

which originally served the interests of the railroads

and subsequently acted on behalf of the shippers,
implementing policies detrimental to the railroads.

Another external factor that served to undermine
the NYSE’s dominant position within the stock mar-

ket involved the development of sophisticated com-

puter technology. This new technology considerably
reduced the need ito trade stocks in a single physical
location, a need which had traditionally strengthened

the position of ‘the NYSE. When the NYSE proved

reluctant to adopt this new technology, a variety of
private entrepreneurs emerged who were more willing
to experiment with new trading methods that.were
more compatible with computer technology. Non-
member institutional firms were quick to perceive
the potential of this new technology in providing
them with less expensive and more efficient service,
and they began to’ pressure the NYSE to adopt the
technology and to develop links with trading net-
works currently employing the technology.

The incréasing application of computer technology

has made possible the emérgence of a new central -

marketplace for the trading of stocks, linked by a
national network of -electronic comminication and
computerized data processing equipment. The central
issue of the current struggle between the NYSE and
other financial institutions involves the question: who
will control this new marketplace? Welles notes that
the member firms of the NYSE were alarmed by the

SOCIOLOGY

the Modern Fam1ly

By Edward Shorter

) Reviéwéd by Barbara Luce-Turner / Basic Books,
1975 / $15
' vV

Family life is an area of interest to historians seek-
ing to establish connections between public events

and private behavior. Edward Shorter’s Making of the

Modern Family spans three centuries and concen-
trates on Western Europe. Although the author oc-
_casionally is too generai in the application of state-

- ments, his use of sources and statistics is masterful.
The conclusions he constructs from these materials

are quite plausible.

One of Shorter’s central themes is that the Indus- -

trial Revolution made possible romantic and maternal
love ThlS, in turn, created a shift in family attitudes;

“spouses and children came to be prized for what

they were, rather than for what they represented or
could do,” writes Shorter. Open spontaneous com-

- munication, he believes, seldom existed for most peo-

" ple before the nineteenth century.
The Industrial Revolution also removed young peo-
ple from the repression of their small communities,
for the first time, women had the opportunity to be

10

paid for their work; their economic independence led
to emotional freedom from parents and church. The
result was the first of two sexual revolutions.

During the waning years of the eighteenth century,,

these working women started sleeping with partners
of their own choosing. Interestingly, one of Shorter’s
sources for statistics on this particular topic is the
administrative reports of. bureaucrats of that time
who tended to be “astonishingly inquisitive about
people’s private lives.” Imagine that!

As the Industrial Revolution progressed, the middle
class became more prosperous. Women were able to
spend more time with their children since their lives
were free of incessant demands that characterized
previous generations’ child-rearing years. Conse-
quently, maternal love became more commonplace.

The second sexual revolution, which bloomed in the
1950s, has witnessed the fragmentation of the nuclear
family. Shorter contends that capitalism moved the
family toward individuality and affection. The regres-
sion from the free-market economy could conceiv-
ably be one of the factors in the disintegration of the
modern family. m ,

extent to which the Nixon administration appeared
prepared to assist their competitiors through various
agencies of the ekecutive branch; perhaps these epi-
sodes. contributed to the growing disillusionment of
leading members of the Eastern Establishment, and
~expecially the Wall Street financial community, with
“~the Nixon adminstration in the period immediately
preceding Watergate.

~ Part IIT of Welles’ book proves a thought-provok-
_ing, although unfortunately very brief, discussion of

the emergence of a broad array of financial institu-
tions that have lead the competitive challenge against .
the entrenched position of the NYSE. Welles points

“out that a process of instituitonalization has occurred

in which the management of savings has been en-
trusted to specialized, professional organization such

-as mutual funds, life insurance companies, and. cor-

porate pension and retirement funds. Perhaps the

- most important of these professional organizations

are the trust departments of the major commercial
banks, which, by the end of 1973, held nearly $150
billion in personal trust funds and estates.

Welles -is highly perceptive in his- analysis of .the

~ emergence and consolidation of “financial-industrial

complexes” as commercial banks launch aggressive
efforts through bank holding companies to expand
their scope of operations. The commercial banks are
now organizing a major lobbying campaign to elimi-
nate such restrictive legislation as the Glass-Steagall
Act, which hampers their expansion programs. Welles
argues that commercial banks will ultimately evolve
into diversified financial service complexes which, if
legislative obstacles are removed, will increasingly
encroach ‘upon the traditional preserves of brokerage
firms, investrnent banks, and other ﬁnancxal 1nst1tu-
tions.

Welles’ book "also offers some insights into the -
impact of the business cycle on banks that should be
of interest to anyone familiar with Austrian business-
cycle theory. A gfowing number of Austro-libertar-
ians have become convinced of the importance. of the
capital markets in understanding the evolution of
the existing political-economic system of state capi-
talism, and Welles’ book represents a valuable contri-
bution to our understanding of changes presently
occurring in the 1nst1tuhonal framework of the capi-

-tal market.

Unfortunately, although Welles professes to be gen-
erally sympathetic to the desirability of a competitive
market process, his recommendations for reform of
the existing system include a variety of intervention-
ist measures presumably designed to maximize the
potential for competitive activity. Hopefully, liber-
tarians will not permit this weakness to serve as an
excuse for not reading this very valuable book.m
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" The therature of Freethought

By George H. Smith

“By free-thinking,” wrote Anthony Collins in 1713,
“I mean the use of the understanding in endeavoring to
find out the meaning of any proposition whatsoever,
in considering the nature of the evidence for or against
it, and in judging of it according to the seeming force
or weakness of the evidence.” Freethought, argued
Collins, is opposed to any religion that condemns
doubt as sinful, or that demands the acceptance of
doctrines on authority or faith.

Freethinkers thus include atheists, agnostics, deists,
secularists, rationalists, and others who appeal to rea-
son in order to challenge religious orthodoxy. The
literature of freethought is enormous, running into
thousands of books and countless pamphlets and peri-
odicals. It is obviously futile, therefore, to attempt
anything near a comprehensive bibliography in one
essay. 1 have focused on eighteenth and nineteenth
century freethought, primarily in England, with a final
note on “Jesus revisionism.” The twentieth century,
unfortunately, is left nearly untouched, a victim of
space limitations. )

A major problem with freethought literature is that it
is difficult to find, even in university libraries. Most

—
‘ ‘ . . the freethinkers had
a knack for making adversity
work for them_,,. . ’ ’

of the choice items have been out of print for many
years, so only the dedicated used-book fanatic stands
a chance of obtaining the better works. The “Atheist
Viewpoint” reprint series (Arno, 1972) has some
good items, but the overall selection is-poor. Hence
many freethought classics remain buried in obscurity.

I am indebted to my friend, Dr. Gordon Stein—an
inveterate freethought scholar and bibliophile—for
making me aware of the extent of freethought litera-
ture.” Aside from the historical works I mention, my
selections have been somewhat arbitrary; I have simply
selected books with which I am personally familiar
or which I personally like. If the reader consults the
major freethought references, he will be guided
through the thousands of works omitted here.

Indispensable for the history of freethought is the
work of the great rationalist scholar J. M. Robertson.
His History of Freethought, Ancient and Modern, to
the Period of the French Revolution (2 vols., 4th ed.,
rev., Watts, 1936) remains the definitive work in its
time period, as does A History of Freethought in the
Nineteenth Century (2 vols., Watts, 1929). Also
valuable is Robertson’s A Short History of Christian-
ity (Watts, 1902).

For those who desire a briefer overview of free-
thought, James Thrower’s Short History of Western
Atheism (Pemberton, 1971) is informative in some
areas but strangely oblivous to the American and
British freethought movements. Somewhat better in
this regard is J. B. Bury’s History of Freedom of
Thought (1913; rev. by H. J. Blackman, Oxford,
1952).

There are several good reference works pertaining to
freethought, including two biographical dictionaries.
J. M. Wheeler’s Biographical Dictionary of Freethinkers
(Pioneer Press, 1889) is a mine of useful information,
as is Joseph McCabe’s A Biographical Dictionary of
Modern Rationalists (Watts, 1920). Another useful
book by McCabe is A Rationalist Encyclopedia (Watts,
1950). The two works by McCabe, however, should be
read with caution for errors of dates and details.

Many books, although not confined to freethought,

deal sympathetically with what may be termed the

rationalistic spirit in the development of philosophy,

religion, and science. A superb reference of this kind is
Harry Elmer Bames, An Intellectual and Cultural
History of the Western World (3 vols., 3rd ed., rev.,

- Dover, 1952). Though first published in 1865, F. A.

Lange’s The History of Materialism (one volume
trans., Humanities Press, 1950) may still be profitably
consulted. A problem with Lange’s treatment, preva-
lent among many commentators on “materialism,”
is an intolerably vague conception of what the term

‘materialism” purportedly signifies.

A. D. White’s History of the Warfare of Science with
Theology in Christendom (2 vols., 1896; Dover, 1960)
is deservedly a classic in its field. Although it has been
convicted of some errors of detail—which is almost
inevitable in any pathbreaking work—its major theses
have withstood the test of time. A precursor to White,
though less satisfactory in its overall treatment, is
John Draper’s History of the Conflict Between Reli-
gion and Science (Appleton, 1875). Rejoinders to
White and Draper—which delight in pointing out that
many great scientists were and are devout Christians—
are remarkably adept at missing the point.

A superb study of philosophic thought from the late
Middle Ages to the mid-nineteenth century is found in
John H. Randall, Jr., The Career of Philosophy (2
vols., Columbia Univ. Press, 1962). Also outstanding is
Preserved Smith, A History of Modern Culture (2
vols., Henry Holt, 1930, 1934). Both Randall and
Smith give sympathetic accounts of the influence of
freethought and secularism.

More specifically focused on religious skepticism
during the same general period are, George T. Buckley,
Atheism in the English Renaissance (1932; Russell
and Russell, 1965); Don Cameron Allen, Doubt’s
Boundless Sea (John Hopkins, 1964); and Richard
Popkin, The History of Skepticism. from Erasmus to
Descartes (rev., Harper and Row, 1968). Allen’s book
is bulging with information about the many antiatheist
treaties during a period when there were few, if any,
real ‘atheists. Popkin’s work is a seminal study of the
revival of Pyrrhonic skepticism in the sixteenth century
and its effect on theological and philosophical contro-
versies.

One of the most significant precedents to modern
freethought was the British deistic movement of the
eighteenth century. Some deists sought to “reform”
Christianity, while others were openly antagonistic,
but they shared belief in a god of “nature,” who,
after creating the universe, left it to its own devices.
Deists were usually hostile to revealed religion, whether
in the form of alleged miracles or sacred scripture, and
they became notorious for their attacks on traditional
Christian doctrines.

A famous but unfairly negative account of British
deism is Leslie Stephen, History of English Thought
in the FEighteenth Century (2 vols., 3rd ed., 1902;
Harcourt, Brace & World, 1962). Stephen was an
agnostic, but he was hard on such deists as Anthony
Collins and Thomas Woolston. Hls excesses are coun-
teracted by the more judicious treatment of J. M.
Robertson in The Dynamics of Religion (1897; 2nd
ed., rev., Watts, 1926).

A balanced view of deism is presented in Ernest C.
Mossner’s Bishop Butler and the Age of Reason
(Macmillan, 1936), and an exhaustive summary of the
deists and their works is found in John Orr’s English
Deism: Its Roots and Its Fruits (Eerdmans, 1934).

S.G. Hefelbower, The Relation of John Locke to

English Deism (Unwv. of Chicago, 1918) explores
this sticky issue, while Norman Torrey, Voltaire and
the English Deists (1930; Archon, 1967) gives a reliable

summary of the French skeptic’s reliance upon his
English predecessors. For those who wish to sample
the deists first hand, an excellent selection of deistic
works  is found in E. Graham Waring, Deism and
Natural Religion: A Sourcebook (Ungar, 1967).

Important preludes to the deistic movement include
De Veritate (1624) by Lord Herbert of Cherbury, who
is often referred to as the “Father of English Deism”;
Leviathan (1651), by Thomas Hobbes, who scandalized
the intellectual community with his broadside attacks
on established religious doctrines; and Theological-
Political Treatise (1670), by Spinoza, who subjected
the Bible to the court of reason with consumate
skill.

The writings of the British deists are too numerous
‘to be catalogued here, but we can survey a few of the
significant items.

Charles Blount, although he professed loyalty to
Christianity, produced three works that laid the foun-
dation for later deistic works. These -were Amnima
Mundi (1679), Great is Diana of the Ephesians (1680),
and Oracles of Reason (1693). Influenced by Hobbes
and Spinoza, Blount upheld reason over revelation and
launched a critical analysis of the Bible.

Another professed Christian reformer, John Toland,
wrote Christianity not Mysterious in 1696, which
proved to be one of the most influential deistic books
ever written. Building upon Locke’s theory of know-
ledge, Toland sought to remove from Christianity any-

“ thing that claimed to trafiscefitt reason. He received a

cold reception from Locke, but this was preferable
to the warmer reception of the Irish Paliament, which
saw fit to burn the first edition of his work.

Another follower of Locke was Anthony Collins,
author of the classic Discourse of Freethinking (1713),
which was largely a plea for toleration. Collins also
wrote Discourse of the Grounds and Reasons of the

- Christian Religion (1724), a pathbreaking analysis of

Old Testament prophecies allegedly fulfilled by Jesus.
Showing the absurdity of taking the prophecies liter-
ally, Collins called for an allegorical interpretation—but
in the appeal to allegory, common among deists at
the time, it is difficult to separate sincerity from a ruse
to-escape legal penalties for blasphemy.

Then there was Tomas Woolston, called by one critic
“poor mad ‘Woolston, most scandalous of the deists,”
and charged by another with “scurrilous buffoonery
and gross raillery.” This learned Cambridge graduate
was thought quite sane until he attacked the reported

“Spinoza subjected the Bible
to the court of reason
with consummate skill. 99

miracles of the New Testament with uncompromlsmg
vigor in a series of six Discourses on the Miracles of
Our Savior (1727-29). Woolston, like Collins, sought
refuge in allegorical interpretation, but unlike Collins,
he signed his name to his books. This led to his convic-
ton on acharge of blasphemy in 1729, for which he was
fined and sentenced to one year in prison.

In his charges that Jesus was an imposter and magi-
cian, Woolston instigated a ribald, popular form of
freethought that influenced such figures as Voltaire.
A more dispassionate form of deism with a more con-
structive emphasis appeared in Matthew Tindal’s
Christianity as Old as Creation (1730). Often called
the Deistic Bible, this work marked the apex of British
dersm, eliciting over 150 replies. Here were compiled
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the most cogent arguments for a “Natural Religion.”

The slant of this book may be gleaned from some of

its chapter titles: “That the Perfection, and Happiness
of all rational Beings, Supreme, as well as Subordinate,
consists in living up to the Dictates of their Nature”;

“That the Religion of Nature is an absolutely perfect

Religion; and that external Revelation can neither add
to, nor take from its Perfection .. ..”
Deism was carried to the ¢ workmg class” mostly

‘ ‘ The System of Nature is
the best and most influential
defense of atheism
ever written.’ 9

through the writings of Peter Annet. His History and
Character of Saint Paul (1750) portrayed Paul as lazy,
greedy, andmdishonest, and The Resurrection of Jesus
Considered (1744) appealed to the unreliable and con-
tradictory nature of the resurrection accounts as a basis
for discouting their credibility. “If it not be fit to
examine into Truth,” declared Annet in a passionate
appeal common among freethinkers, “Truth is not fit
to be known.” Apparently the British government
disagreed. For attempting to “diffuse and propagate
irreligious and diabolical opinions in the minds of His
Majesty’s subjects, and to shake the foundations of
the Christian religion,” Annet, at the advanced age of
seventy, was pilloried (with a paper on his forehead
inscribed ‘“blasphemy”) and sentenced to a year of
hard labor in prison. - .

(An interesting sidelight to Annet is his book, Social
Bliss Considered: In Marriage and Divorce; Cohabitat-
ing Unmarried, and Public Whoring, published under
the pseudonym of “Gideon Archer” in 1749. In his
call for the legalization of divorce, unmarried cohabita-
tion, and prostitution, Annet seems an eighteenth
century verison of Walter Block.)

Among other important deistic works of the same
period, we should mention the following: The True
Gospel of Jesus Christ Asserted (1739) by Thomas
Chubb; the posthumous Philosophical Works of Lord
Bolingbroke (1754); Free Inquiry into the Miraculous
Powers, which are Supposed to have Subsisted in the
Christian Church (1749) by Conyers Middleton; and
The Religion of Nature Delineated (1722) by William
Wollaston (which, incidentally, contains a little-known
but superb defense of property rights from a libertarian
perspective).

Finally, there was David Hume, the philosophic gen-
ius who, although he did not enter the fray of religious
controversy to the extent of other deists, contributed
the most sophisticated and influential arguments
against Christianity and revealed religion--the most
famous being his celebrated attack on miracles in An
Inquiry Conceming Human Understanding (1748). His
other works pertaining to religion were The Natural
History of Religion (1757) and Dialogues Concerning
Natural Religion (apparently written around 1757 but
not published until 1779, after his death). For a good
exposition of Hume, see Antony Flew’s Hume’s
Philosophy of Belief (Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1961).

Freethought reached its highpoint in nineteenth cen-
tury Britain, where it became militantly anti-Christian
and often atheistic. This period is discussed in detail in
J. M. Robertson, 4 History of Freethought in the
Nineteenth Century (supra); a readable survey of the
intellectual climate, with a different emphasis than
Robertson, is A. W. Benn’s The History of English
Rationalism in the Nineteenth Century (2 vols., 1906;
Russell & Russell, 1962). Edward Royle’s superb Vic-
torian Infidels (Univ. of Manchester, 1974) concen-
trates on the secularist movement initiated by G. J.
Holyoake. Several other works fill out the century:
W. S. Smith’s The London Heretics, 1870-1914 (Dodd,
Mead, 1968) is excellent, as is David Tribe’s 100 Years

of Freethought (Elek, 1967). A. H. Nethercot:'s The

First Five Lives of Annie Besant (Univ. of Chicago,

1960) explores the dynamic but unstable life of this
enigmatic woman during her association with Charles
Bradlaugh and the freethought movement, prior to her
conversion to Theosophy under the spell of Mme.
Blavatsky.

Of the many significant figures in British freethought,
only a few will be mentioned here. George Jacob Holy-
oake (1817-1906) was a disciple of Robert Owen and a
major exponent of “co-operation”—a kind of voluntary
socialism. (see his History of Co-operation, rev., T.
Fisher Unwin, 1908.) Holyoake coined the term “secu-
larism,” which he believed preferable to “atheism,”
and as the founder and editor of about ten magazines
he exerted a great deal of influence. For his suggestion
that the deity be put on “half-pay,” he served a six-
month prison sentence—the details of which are
recounted in his History of the Last Trial by Jury for
Atheism (1851; Amo, 1972). Among Holyoake’s better
works are The Trial of Theism (tev., Trubner & Co.,
1877), an excellent defense of atheism, and English
Secularism (Open Court, 1896). Like many free-
thinkers of his day, Holyoake actively engaged in
debates with the clergy. One of his better known was
with Rev. Brewin Grant on Christianity and Secularism
(Ward & Co., 1854), which occupied six evenings.
A rambling autobiography of Holyoake is found in his
Sixty Years of an Agitator’s Life (2 vols., T. Fisher
Unwin, 1900), and additional details are provided in
Joseph McCabe, Life and Letters of George Jacob
Holyoake (2 vols., Watts, 1908).

Charles Bradlaugh (1833-1891) was the most impor-
tant atheist ever produced by Britain. A superb crator,
writer, and organizer, Bradlaugh replaced Holyoake as
the militant force in British freethought. He edited the
National Reformer, a freethought weekly, and in 1866
he founded the National Secular Society. In 1876 he
and Annie Besant were prosecuted for publishing
C. Knowlton’s Fruits of Philosophy (a pamphlet on
birth control), but Bradlaugh, an excellent lawyer,
succeeded in quashing the indictment. (For an account
of the trial, see The Queen v. Charles Bradlaugh and
Annie Besant, Freethought Publishing Co., n.d.) Al-
though elected to Parliament in 1880, Bradlaugh’s
atheism prevented him from being seated until 1886.

Some of Bradlaugh’s better essays—including his
magnificent “Plea for Atheism”-are contained in

 Humanity’s Gain From Unbelief (Watts, 1929), and

articles by and about Bradlaugh are found in J. P.
Gilmour, ed., Champion of Liberty: Charles Brad-
laugh (Watts, 1933; Arno, 1972). An outstanding
biography of Bradlaugh is David Tribe’s President
Charles Bradlaugh, M. P. (Archon, 1971), which con-
tains an extensive list of his writings. Still useful is the
older biography by Bradlaugh’s daughter, H.B. Bonner,
Charles Bradlaugh: A Record of His Life and Work
(with J. M. Robertson, 2 vols., T. Fisher Unwin, 1898).

One of the great contributions of nineteenth century
freethinkers was their dogged persistence in fighting
for freedom of speech and press. Many well-known
freethinkers—such as Holyoake, Robert Taylor, and
G. W. Foote in Britain, and D. N. Bennett in the
United States—were routinely trotted off to jail,
sometime for long sentences, not to mention heavy
fines. The highest price paid was by the publisher
Richard Carlile, who, between 1817 and 1835, served
over nine years in prison for publishing, among other
items, Paine’s Age of Reason. In addition, Carlile’s
wife, sister, and over twenty of his workers served
time, sometimes for two years or more. But the free-
thinkers had a knack for making adversity work for

them, and Carlile was no exception. As a result of the

publicity surrounding one of his trials, sales of the
Age of Reason skyrocketed to over 2000 within two
months. Moreover, Carlile read the entire text of the
Age of Reason during his defense, which was then
allowed to circulate as part of the verbatim trial tran-
script. In this inexpensive form it sold over 10,000

copies. For details on Carlile, see Guy A. Aldred, .

Richard Carlile, Agitator (Pioneer Press, 1923). A sum-

mary account of blasphemy prosecutions is contained
in H. B. Bonner, Penalties Upon Opinion (Watts,
1913).

Freethought in eighteenth century America, as in
England, took the form of deistic belief in a god of
nature and vigorous attacks on Christian revelation.
An excellent treatment of American deism is Adolf
Koch, Republican Religion (1933), reprinted as Reli-
gion of the American Enlightenment (Thomas Crowell,
1968). The first overt American attack on Christianity
was Ethan Allen’s Reason the Only Oracle of Man
(1784), a rambling and poorly written collection of
essays compiled by Allen since his youth. In stark con-
trast is Thomas Paine’s classic masterpiece, Age of
Reason (Pt. 1, 1794; Pt. II, 1796). Although it ap-
peared after the peak of the deistic movement and
contains little that is original, Age of Reason is perhaps
the finest deistic piece ever penned, thanks to Paine’s
literary genius.

Concerning Paine’s religious views, see M. D. Conway,
The Life of Thomas Paine (1892; G. P. Putnam’s
Sons, 1909); and Ira M. Thompson, Jr., The Religious
Beliefs of Thomas Paine (Vantage, 1965). Recent
biographies of Paine include Audrey Williamson,
Thomas Paine (Allen & Unwin, 1973); and David F.
Hawke, Paine (Harper & Row, 1974).

Early nineteenth century American freethought is
surveyed in A. Post, Popular Freethought, 1820-1850
(Columbia Univ. Press, 1943). This survey is continued
in Sidney Warren, American Freethought, 1860-1914
(Columbia Univ. Press, 1943). A sprawling and rare
work that contains much first-hand information about
nineteenth century American freethinkers, is S. P.
Putnam, 400 Years of Freethought (Truth Seeker,
1894). Another informative account of American free-
thought, centering around the history of The Truth
Seeker (a freethought paper started by D. M. Bennett
in 1873), is George MacDonald’s Fifty Years of Free-
thought (2 vols., Truth Seeker, 1929, 1931).

66 ... The Age of Reason
is perhaps the finest deistic
piece ever penned . . . ”

The giant of American freethought was Robert G.
Ingersoll (1833-1899). One of America’s greatest
orator’s, he was immensely successful in popularizing
the ideas of free thought. Many different editions of
his speeches were published (some of them pirated),
but the authorized editions are contained in the “Dres- .
den Edition” of The Works of Robert G. Ingersoll (12
vols., C.P. Farrell, 1900). A meticulous bibliography of
works by and about Ingersoll is found in Gordon Stein,
Robert G. Ingersoll: A Checklist (Kent State Univ.’
Press, 1969). The best biography of Ingersoll to date is
Orvin Larson’s American Infidel: Robert G. Ingersoll
(Citadel Press, 1962).

Although this essay deals primarily with freethought
in England and America, it would border on criminal
negligence not to mention the tremendously impor-
tant contributions of eighteenth century French free-
thinkers, commonly referred to as philosophes.

“J.S. Splnk’s French Free-Thought from Gassendi to
Voltaire (Univ. of London, 1960) is a reliable, schol-
arly treatment. The formative period of the Enlighten-
ment, 1680-1715, is treated by Paul Hazard in The
European Mind (1935; World, 1963). A sympathetic
account of the philosophes is contained in Peter Gay,
The Enlightenment: An Interpretation (Vol. I, Knopf,
1967). Also recommended is George R. Havens, The
Age of Ideas (1955; Collier, 1962). An excellent selec-
tion of Enlightenment writing is found in Peter Gay,

(Continued on page 15)
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Washington Watch

By E. Scott Royce

®The Next Two Years—-As a result of the 1976 elec-
tions, we can realistically expect bigger federal
deficits, more rampant inflation, and, on balance, an
expansion of the federal government for at least the
first two years of Pres’dent Jimmy’s four-year term.
To be sure, the same could have been said had Ford
won. But the outgoing president, while hardly a fiscal
conservative, did veto some congressional attempts to
hike federal spending. Had he triumphed in Novem-
ber, -things might have proceeded at a slower pace.
Carter, both by inclination and due to pressure from
party and liberal interest groups, will be far less likely
to attempt to hold the line. Any token cutbacks in

the bureaucracy or budget should be more than off-
set by expansion elsewhere.

Despite bad feelings created by inept liaison work
on the part of the incoming adminstration, Carter
should receive strong cooperation from Congress:
on most issues. The Democrats, after all, maintained
their commanding margins in both the House and
Senate, and the size of the conservative Democrat
congressional bloc' has steadily decreased in recent
years.

The Senate, at least, should be slightly more “liber-
al” during 1977-78. Moderate-to-conservative Repub-
licans in seven.states lost their seats to more liberal

(Economic disaster and famine ahead?

According to many experts, we're fast approaching a world out of
control.

Food shortages. Depression. Violence. Collapse of the cities. No,
this isn’t the scenario for a Hollywood disaster movie. It may soon
be all too real.

But a few simple preparations—if made early enough—can
guarantee your survival. In fact, there are five basic protection
steps every intelligent person should be taking now.

These steps are outlined in a cassette recording entitled Food or
Famine? Common-Sense Personal Survival Techniques. On this
tape, survival expert Howard Ruff tells you how to prepare—while
there’s still time.

Briefly, what Mr. Ruff suggests is: 1. Become independent from
the national economic system. 2. Be financially liquid. 3. Get out of
debt. 4. Strengthen family ties across all generations. 5. Don’t sacri-
fice moral principles in the face of crisis.

In his talk, Mr. Ruff elaborates on each of these steps and ex-
plains exactly how to carry them out. After hearing this recording,
you'll know how to ensure the safety of yourseif and your family
against any future calamity.

A leading authority on food storage, nutrition and survival,
Howard Ruff is the publisher of Ruff Times, a personal survival
newsletter. A former stockbroker and investment advisor, he is the
author of Famine and Survival in  America.

These five basic steps
could ensure your survival.

Food or Famine? Common-Sense Personal Survival Techniques
is only $10.95 postpaid. And it comes with this unconditional
guarantee. 1f you're not completely satisfied after hearing the tape,
simply return it within three weeks for a full refund.

So you have nothing to lose by ordering—but you may have every-
thing to lose if you don’t. Clip and mail the coupon today—before
it's too late.

r—_———————_—_———————-

Send me Howard Ruft’'s Food or Famine? Common-Sense Personal Sur-
vival Techniques, tape #399. | understand that it I'm not completely
satistied, 1 may return the recording within three weeks and receive a full

refund. AF046
Name

Address

City State Zip

Enclosed is my check or money order for $10.95.
Bank Americard Master Charge
Card Number Date Exp.

Charge my credit card.
American Express

—— — — | 7O ] - — ————

Signature

BUDIG-FAaRUM .00 )
Alexandria, Va, 22314 /

|
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Seven years ago,
Nathaniel Bran-

revolutionary Psy-

chology of Self- tion.

Esteem. e Self-awareness,
What have been his discoveries since then?

What are his latest theories and conclusions?
Now, Dr. Branden has created a series of

lectures, substantially updating and ex-

panding upon the material in his. original,

L 3

¢ Emotional blocking.
¢ Disowning the self.
den published his o Self-alienation and social alienation.
e Reason and emotion: A new interpreta-

self-acceptance, self-
responsibility, self-assertion.

Anxiety and depression.

A critique of contemporary psychology:
Psychoanalysis,: Behaviorism, ‘‘Human-
istic”” Psychology.

pathbreaking work. The content of this course o Biocentric Therapy: Its goals and tech-

Announcing a new, comprehensive course in
Nathaniel Branden’s
PSYCHOLOGY OF SE_I__f_ E§T EM

S W St I S B S

OTHER CASSETTE RECORDINGS By Nathaniel Branden -l
T LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: THERE'S A WORLD OUT

THERE (A Challenge to the Human Potential Movement) |
Tape 588 (49 Min.) $9.95 : 1
EXERCISE IN SELF DISCOVERY Tape541(43 Min.)$9.951
BASIC RELAXATION AND EGO-STRENGTHENING
PROGRAM/Tape 599 (30 Min.) $10
DEALING WITH THE GIFTED CHILD/Tape 555 (47
Min.) $9.95
DISCOVERING THE UNKNOWN SELF/Tape 550 (91
Min.) $15
AN INFORMAL DISCUSSION OF BIOCENTRIC
THERAPY/Tape 556 (70 Min.) $10.50
MAN-WOMAN RELATIONSHIPS: DISCUSSIONS l
WITH MEN/Tapes 534-35 (84 Min.) $20 o
DISCUSSIONS WITH WOMEN/Tapes 536-39 (157 Min.} |
$30; Both sets. available, for $50

0Eno o 0o

. goes well beyond the material presented in niques. . :Z(z)‘z/\f‘ %l:nggOMANTIC RELATIONSHIPS/Tape 811 |
. N . . mn. & -
Dr.' Brandgn's thrt?e books, and represents . Biocentric Therapy and the Objectivist PROBLEMS OF MARRIAGE/Tape 806 (43 Min.) $9.95 |
an integration of his most recent researches, Ethics. THE PSYCHOLOGICAL EFFECTS OF RELIGION/

studies and findings. For the first time, a
truly comprehensive presentation of Biocentric
Psychology is available.
Here are some of the highlights of “New
Lectures In the Psychology of Self-Esteem’:
o The need, the motivating power and the
requirements of self-esteem. Its relation
to sex, productive work and human rela-
tionships.
The need to understand yourself and
other people.
The psychology of romantic love.
¢ The nature and source of emotion.
® Neurotic disorders: their meaning and
cause. o
® Principles of motivation.

14

“New Lectures on the Psychology of Self-
Esteem” is available as a set of 20 cassette
tapes, which total 26 hours. The price is
$188.95. Recordings are shipped to you in
handsome leatherette library binders at no
extra charge.

These tapes are unconditionally guaran-

P ————— ] i T

O C oo o

ooo o

Tape 815 (88 Min.) $17
616 (19 Hrs.) $144
TEENAGERS’ QUESTIONS ON SEX/Tape 554 (47 Min.)

$9.95

ALL TAPES UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED.

Send me New Lectures on the Psychology of Self-Esteem,
Tapes 621-640, $188.95. NEOZS
Selgg me the tape(s) I've checked above. AF042 l
I enclose pay of $

Charge my credit card:

) BankAmericard _ American Express T Master Charge'

THE PSYCHOLOGY OF ROMANTIC LOVE/Tapes 601- ‘ .
I
|

teed. If you're not completely satisfied for O Card # Exp. Date

any reason, simply return them within three Sig I

weeks for a full refund—no questions asked. Name |
For those who have been waiting for a J Addres - |

fuller presentation of Dr. Branden’s Biocentric  » <% State Zip vy

Psychology, “New Lectures on the Psychology mﬂm =

of Self-Esteem” cannot be missed.
Clip and mail the coupon today.

l—-IIQ

901 N. Washington St. ® Alexandria. VA 22314 o d

- Democrats, and- at least three of the GOPers‘who won

seats from the followers of Mr. Peanut are generally
considered to hold moderate-to-liberal views (Lugar,
Ind.; Danforth, Mo.; Chafee, R.1.). Another Republi-
‘can upset winner, Malcolm Wallop of Wyoming, may
yet surprise his party’s right wing on some issues.

oGun Control-Gun control opponents are bracing
themselves for a 1977 revival of legislation similar to
HR11193. That bill was designed to ban manufacture
and sale of so-called concealable handguns, a euphem-
ism for most handguns, and to severely restrict the
number of gun dealers by regulating the smaller ones
out of business. Under HR11193 the Treasury De- -
partment would have been empowered to (1) set-any °
regulations it saw fit regarding storage of handguns
at a dealership for the purpose: of theft prevention,
(2) tighten up the already onerous record-keeping
requirements for dealers, (3) raise license fees for
dealers,” manufacturers, and importers. by as much
as 5000 percent, (4) shut down any dealer that failed
to meet federal standards.

While President-clect Carter and many of his promi-
nent backers are avid gun control proponents, such
legislation would almost certainly run into trouble in
the House if not the Senate: The National Rifle
Assocation, the lobby that serves as America’s pri-
mary bulwark against infringement of the right to
keep and bear arms guaranteed under the Second
Amdendment, supported over 200 successful House
candidates in the 1976 election. NRA, by the way, is
currently challenging in the courts the illegally passed
District of Columbia gun law. ; T

eTax Reform—The sections of the Tax Reform Act
of 1976 dealing with privacy questions were a mixed
bag, the ACLU reports. Section 1205 of the act
required that when the IRS subpoenas bank records,
under most circumstances it must give notice to the
individual to whom the records pertain. Section 202
guarantees the confidentiality of tax records. The list
of exceptions—of individuals to whom such material
may be disclosed—however, includes state tax offi-
cials, congressional committees involved with tax
legislation, the: Justice Department, and the presi-
dent (upon written request). The worst “privacy”
feature of the measure is Section 1211, which allows
the states to utilize Social Security numbers for iden-
tification purposes in a variety of afeas, including
taxes, general public assistance, drivers licenses, and
motor vehicle registration.

Canr

®Export Controls—In the closing days of the 94th
Congress, controversial amendments prevented exten-
sion of the Export Administration Act. Among the
problematical amendments were restrictions on
American business cooperation with the Arab boy-
cott, exports of nuclear technology and equipment,
and presidential authority to limit agricultural ex-
ports. The old law allowed federal regulation of trade
on grounds such as national security, foreign policy,
and domestic shortage. President Ford, unwilling to
allow the country to escape this measure of inter-
ference with free trade, promptly signed an execu-
tive order that continued the old controls indef--
initely.

® Investment Advisors Act—One piece of legislation
that quite deservedly bit the dust during the final
days of the 1976 session was the Investment Advis-
ors Act Amendments bill (HR 13737, S 2849). This
bill, which may be reintroduced in 1977, would have
authorized the Securities and Exchange Commission
to license publishers of investment advisory newslet-,
ters as well as individuals providing certain other
advisory services. The bill was killed in committee,
due in large part to a number of publishers who
organized the Committe to Protect the Small Investor
to lobby against it.

®Corporate Charters—Another liberal scheme that
never got beyond the hearings stage during 1975-76--
but which will undoubtedly be back—would have
required major corporations to be federally chartered
and to make annual reports on various matters to
Washington. Such regulation, it was contended,
would stimulate greater corporate social responsibil-
ity. In reality, as the U.S. Chamber of Commerce
notes, federal corporate chartering would mean
further “stifling of productivity and efficiency.”

oPhone Company Competition—AT&T’s hopes of
ever obtaining passage of the badly misnamed Con-
sumer Communications Reform Act have grown
dimmer in recent months. The measure, designed to
squelch growing competition by nonindustry com-
panies in sales of business phone equipment and
specialized business message services, faces an uncer-
tain future due to disagreement among key congres-
sional figures over its necessity and to the defeat for
reelection of its prime Senate sponsor, Vance Hartke
(D-Ind.). =
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ed The Enkghtenment A Comprehenswe Anthology
(Slmon & Schuster, 1973).

One of the important mﬂuences on the French En-
lightenment was Pierre Bayle’s Historical and Critical
_Dictionary, first published in 1647 and revised on

several subsequent occasions. An abridged translation of
this voluminous work is in the Library of Liberal Arts

~ series (Richard Popkin, ed., Bobbs-Merrill, 1965).
Although Bayle professed Calvmlsm, his sincerity has
been questioned due to his many scandalous remarks
about Christianity and the Bible. It is widely believed
that Bayle, like other unorthodox thinkers of his time,
professed to be more religious than he really was in an
effort to avoid potentially severe legal penalties. This
is the general view, for instance, of Howard Robinson’s
Bayle the Sceptic (Columbia Univ. Press, 1931). More
recently, however, scholars have granted more credi-
bility to Bayle’s fideism (attacking reason to make
room for faith), as is demonstrated in Karl C. Sand-
berg, At the Crossroads of Faith and Reason: An Essay
on Pierre Bayle (Univ. of Arizona, 1966).

The best-known figure of the French Enhghtenment
was Francois-Marie Arouet, better known as Voltaire.

. His writing is extensive and is available in many easily
. located editions. A representative selection of his work

. is contained in Peter Gay’s edited translation of the
Philosophical Dictionary (Basic Books, 1962). Of the
numerous biographies of Voltaire, one of the best is
Theodore Besterman, Voltaire (Harcourt, Brace,
and World, 1969).

- - As a deist, Voltaire was at loggerheads with the more
radical athestis of his time, such as Diderot and
d’Holbach. Diderot, known primarily as the editor of
the. monumental Encyclopedia (which he worked on
from 1751-65), paid his dues with three yeers of im+""
prisonment. Arthur M. Wilson’s Diderot (Oxford,
1972) is a brilliant biography of this amazing and
versatile mind. Some of Diderot’s opinions on reli-
gion—e.g., “The Christian religion teaches us to imitate
a God that is cruel, insidious, jealous, and implacable
in- his wrath”—are contained in “Thoughts on Reli-
gion,” an essay reprinted by Richard Carlile in 1819.
For an anthology of Diderot’s philosophical writing,
see J. Kemp, ed., Diderot: Interpreter of Nature (Inter- -
national Pub., 1963).

Baron d’Holbach, an import from Germany and a
patron of the philosophes, is justly famous for his
System of Nature, published in 1770 under the name
of “Mirabaud” (A French writer who died in 1760)—
a device to conceal and protect the true author.
D’Holbach was probably assisted by Diderot and other
Paris intellectuals, and the result was a magnificent, if
somewhat prolix, defense of atheism and naturalism—
the first explicit atheistic treatise of Western civiliza-
tion (or at least the first one to survive). “Let us then
conclude,”” wrote d’Holbach, “that the word God. . .,
not presenting to the mind any true idea, ought to be
banished [from] the language of all those who are
desirous to speak so as to be understood” (H. D.
Robinson, trans., J. P. Mendum, 1889). This is typical
of the vigorous, uncompromising tone of The System
of Nature, the best and most influential defense of
atheism ever written.

A greatly condensed version of d’Holbach’s master-
piece is available under the title Superstition in all Ages
(Peter Eckler, 1889; reprinted many times by various

- freethought publishers), which is mistakenly attributed
to Jean Meslier, a priest who declared himself a heretic
posthumously in his Testament. (This mistaken author-
ship remains uncorrected even in the 1972 Arno Press
edition.)

I shall conclude this survey|of freethought works with
an important but neglected body of literature that
denies any basis for belief in a historical Jesus, even the
watered-down Jesus of Protestant liberalism. The first
- mention of this “Jesus revisonism” is by Voltaire, who
reported that he was visited in 1769 by “some disciples
of Bolingbroke, more ingenious than learned,” who
argued that Jesus never existed. Voltaire was uncon-
vinced, but the mythicist theory was given shape by
two. Frenchmen: Count Volney in Ruins of Empires
(1791) and Charles Francois Dupuis in Origins of all
Religions (5 vols., 1795).

Dupuis contended that Christianity is a variation of
the ancient Solar Myth and that Jesus is merely
another guise of anciént mythical deities. “The hero
of the legends known by the name of gospels,” he
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far more genius in the poems written in honor of Bac-
chus, Osiris, Hercules, Adonis, and others.”

Another staunch defender of the mythicist thesis was . re
the renegade British clergyman, Robert Taylor. During:
hlS first imprisonment for blasphemy, hé wrote Syn- "

tagma - of .thé Evidences of the Christian Religion
(1828; J. P. Mendum, 1876) and The Diegesis, Being

a Discovery of the Origin, |Evidences,and Early History *

of Christianity (1829; J. P. Mendum, 1853). Taylor
was ‘a learned and original—if sometimes unreliable—

~ scholar. This last is understandable considering the

difficult conditions under which he worked.

Better known than Taylor was German theologlan
Bruno Bauer, who, in a series of books appearing after
1840, denied the historicity of Jesus. Bauer regarded
Jesus as a fictitious character invented by the author of
Mark as an expression of faith. (For an account of
Bauer and other radical theologicans during the same
period, see Albert Schweltzer, The Quest of the His-
torical Jesus, 1906; Macmillan, 1968.)

Another interesting presentation of the mythicist
case is Revelations of Antichrist,. published anony-
mously but written by W. H. Burr (1879; Arno, 1972).

The most scholarly and formidable presentation of
the mythicist thesis was penned by John M. Robertson.

;%is the-same hero who: has been ce!ebmed withi o Mythology (Watts; 1 900; rev:,:1910)41d Pagan Christs

. (Watts, 1903; rev., 1911). These were followed by
three volumes in, whxch ‘He ‘expanded. his case and
replied to is critics: The Historical Jesus (Watts, 1916),

‘The Jesus Problem (Watts, 1917), and Jesus and Judas

(Watts, 1927).
Among the other books defendmg Jesus rev1s10n1sm

the following are noteworthy The Christ Myth (Open

Court, 1911) and The Witness to the Historicity of
Jesus (Watts, 1912; Arno, 1972), both by Arthur
Drews; Ecce Deus (Watts,v 1912) by W. B. Smith;
The Origins of Christianity (4th ed., Watts, 1933) by
Thomas Whittaker; The Creation of Christ (2 vols.,
Watts, 1939) by P. L. Couchoud; and Ancient History
of the God Jesus (Watts, 1938) by Edouard Dujardin.

An excellent. overview of the mythicist controversy,
written by a rationalist scholar who believed in the
historical reality of Jesus, is A. Robertson, Jesus: Myth
or History, (2nd ed., Watts, 1949). More recently,
an excellent defense of the mythicist thesis is found in
Herbert Cutner’s Jesus: God, Man, or Myth? (Truth
Seeker, 1950). And the mythicist gauntlet has been

- skillfully wielded in the past few years by G. A. Wells
- in two books still in print: The Jesus of the Early

Christians (Pemberton, 1971) and Did Jesus Exist?

(Elek, 1975). Both of these detailed works are highly

His major works on this subject were Christianity and recommended.®
FEELING BOXED IN?
, Feel a little trapped {but not defeated) by statism, gravity, death?
. Announcing: CLAUSTROPHOBIA i

separately.

We've combined five different newsletters and magazines covering
~hard-core and hard-science research and activities and we're
selling them for = 2/3 of what it would cost to buy them

SPECIAL OFFER ‘
NO REVOLUTION IS COMPLETE WITHOUT GRAFFITI -ceorge washington

50(of one kind)/$2.50,

0K, maybe George didb't say that - but does it matter? -Work off your frustrations,
spread a little disrespect and create discontent.

100{of one kind)/$h., 200(of one kind)/$7.,

Bold colors. Actual size 2§"x 14",
10 of each/$8.00.
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ARE SAFE WHILE A GOVERNMENT EXISTS
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PPORT THE ‘RULE OF NO ONE'
EAI.SO KNOWN AS ‘FREEDOM’
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THOSE
CRAZY
LIBERTARIANS

THEY ACTUALLY THINK THAT YOUR LIFE 15
MORE IMPORTANT TO YOU THAN IT IS TO
OUR FINE RULERS IN WASHINGTON—AND
THAT YOU SHOULD CONTROL IT INSTEAD
OF THEM!

SIMON JESTER #108

IF THERE’S BEEN NO VICTIM
THEN THERE’S BEEN NO CRIME

REPEAL ALL LAWS RESTRICTING
INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY
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THE MENT IS NOT “OUR SERVANT"
THE GOVERNMENT IS NOT “THE COUNTRY"
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SUPPORT YOUR
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Jazr The Golden Age

By Nerl McCaffrey

PART VI EXIT ARTIE SHAW,

Artie' Shaw and his various orchestras
have mostly -fallen between two stools.
The critics always treated the leader and

his bands with reserve. The public cer-:

tainly liked them all; but, except for one
glorious year between fall 1938 and
fall 1939, denied Artie the first place in
- their fickle hearts. :

~ We needn’t linger over the vagrant tastes

of either- group, except to recall that
Shaw: was in' part responsible himself. He
never pandered to anyone. A pnckly,
v volatrle, -introspective ,man, he "went
%is-own way. Nor was that way ever fixed
for long. At 24, he abruptly left the

lucrative New York radio studios for a

" Pennsylvania farm. There he tried to
write a novel, tore it up after a year

(hope deferred: three decades later he.
published three - respectable novellas un- .

der the title of I Love You, I Hate You,
Drop ‘Dead!), and returned to music.

But the restlessness never left him. He
‘had almost as many wives as bands. An
overview of the latter finds him leading a
unique jazz string ensemble from mid-
1935 to early 1937; a conventional swing
band, 1937-39; two orchestras heavy
“ laden with strings, 1940-42; an all-star
‘Navy swing band, 1943; a civilian swing
band, 194445; another big swing and
string orchestra 1946, a string orchestra

_ of some 40 pieces that played.klassical -

" music (to distastrous reviews), 1949; a
bop-styled big band, 1949-50; a conven-

tional big band around 1951 or 1952; 2

modern combo, 1953-54.

And then he put down his clarrnet
never to play again.

We can moan the loss—or reflect that he
probably gave-us, at each period, as much

as his restless genius could sustain.

‘Through two productive decades and
some dozen bands, he always said some-
thing. And it speaks volumes about the

.

The Camp of the Sarnts

By ]ean Rasparl

Revrewed by Lynne Holdom | Scribner’s, 1975/

 $8.95

8 you dont read any other book this year, read
“The Camp of the Saints. 1t is-probably one of the
most. nnportant books /of ‘the decade, as it asks:

“questions of the basicvalues we live by.

The book is not being'marketed as science fiction,
.but it could be considered so, as it takes place about
20 years or so-in’ the future. It is a future in which

the entire Third World is a vast slum. Just before total
_collapse, a million or so beggars in Calcutta seize
whatever ships are in the harbor and head for Europe
and the -good life. They anchor just off the French
Riveria. (To be honest, this is probably because the - .
_author is French—an American would probably have

them off New York or Miami Beach?) -

- Now the point is that the French: aren’t domg 50
great either; nobody’s starving but:nd one is well
French. cant absorb :or cope with
these people without destroying their own society -

off. The

AND THE GOLDEN AGE -

thrrtres as. the golden:age of American

music- to recall that Shaw’s best band
~was also his most popular.

It' was just another underrated swing
band when the boys trouped into a New
York studio to record “Begin the Be-
guine” as the B side. So much for his
-commercial instincts.

Benny Goodman was then riding high.
He had no serious rival. When Shaw be-
came the new King of Swing—certified

“and crowned in the important Make Be-

lieve Ballroom band poll in fall 1938—it
was as if John Nance Garner had over-
thrown FDR.

If Shaw’s reign was._ brief (Goodman
edged him out in the June, 1939, Make
Believe Ballroom poll), it was no fluke.
That edition of the Shaw band repre-
sented perhaps the supreme fusion of
jazz and popular music. For evidence,
consult The Complete Artie Shaw:
Volume I, 1938-1939 (Bluebird, AXM2-
5517), a double album that Bluebird
plans to be the first of a series that will
take us through 1945.

It was a young band. Most of the boys
were just this side of (pre-Nixon) voting
age. (Jazz, an exuberant art, is best
played by young men. When I hear old-
timers, I’'m usually reminded of Dr.

Johnson’s  comment ‘on women preach:

ing.) Shaw, no greybeard at 29, supplied
the training, the experience, the. pohsh
above all the vision.

The vision grew out of Shaw’s approach

" to the clarinet: lyrical, warm, sensuous,

legato. It is generally conceded that
Shaw’s .tone was warmer and richer than
Goodman’s—at any rate, than post-1936

‘Goodman. Some' aficionados even hold

that Shaw’s improvising dug deeper,
harmonically, than Benny’s. Perhaps; I
mention this not to be forced to choose

they owe these beggars?

tive. .

Geiss. @

arrd losmg everythmg they have. How much do

. There’s a lot of naturalistic writing to show exactly ~"
the degradation and squalor in which the beggars live.
Even French poverty is“wealth to them. It’s also

. hinted ‘that other poor 'nations and peoples are
- waiting to see the French reaction to the “invasion”
before setting off themselves.

Naturally the French have every reaction from
“pleeding heart” liberal to “shoot them all” conserva-

-If someone breaks in robs me or you that’s a crime.

Is_ it any less-a crime to rob a country or a civiliza-

" tion? Just how far can a civilization go to protect .
,,.y,rtself’ This may become more than just a speculation
. in the next few years. That’s why I think this book is
“important. So does the Times, but it accuses the
~ author of racism, as he seems to be suggesting that
- France would be better off killing all these people.
- Idon’t think it’s that simple. ©1975 by Richard E.

but rather to underscore that we are

discussing a jazzman of the ﬁrst magm- ‘

tude.

The band bore the stamp of the boss.
They were superbly drilled. The arrange-
ments always swung; and, what was much
rarer, they always sang as they swung.

~ Shaw did much of the scoring himself;
~and, like Glenn Miller, always guided

and checked Jerry Gray and the several
" bandsmen who contributéd scores.

The section work set a standard perhaps
never surpassed by a swing band—at
least until the first Woody Herman Herd
of 1945. The saxes were justly famous.
Only four, they were led by altoist Les
Robinson to an awesomely rich sound.
The brass were biting yet legato, never
harsh, The first rhythm section (Les

-Bumess on piano, Sid Weiss on bass, Al

Avola on Guitar, Cliff Leeman on drums)
was good; and when Bob Kitsis replaced
Burness and Buddy Rich replaced
Leeman, it became one of the most gal
vanizing in Jazz hrstory

When musicians joined this band, they
were unknown. When the band broke up,
many were stars—or would go on to be-
come stars. Shaw was. as good a teacher
as ever fronted a band. He brought to
maturity Rich and Leeman; trumpeters
Johnny Best and Bernie Privin; tenor
saxists George Auld and Tony Pastor. He
gave trombonist George Arus the only
showcase that underrated musician ever
enjoyed. He brought Les Robinson along
uittil he became an exemplar among
lead altoists. And he launched a girl
singer of distinction, Helen Forrest.

It was not just a matter of standing up
front and blowing. Shaw, never a victim
of false modesty, once pointed out that
one of his principal functions was know-
ing how, and how much, to control an
effervescent crew. Nobody had to. spur
men like Auld- and: Rich. The problem
was to channel all that energy and talent
and showmanship. Shaw did—as no one

else has ever managed to. He was a

leader.

The Shaw vision extended to the band’s
book. No leader, jazz or dance band,
has ever mined the riches of Broadway
show music as imaginatively. “Begin the
Beguine” was only one of dozens—and far
from the most interesting. Of the 34
tunes in this marvelous album, eleven are
classic show tunes, another six pop

FICTION |

' EDITH EFRON
'BLASTS TV’s
NEWS TWISTERS

standards. Four are jazz tunes (three of
them by Shaw), and 13 are superior
pops of the day. The breakdown demon-
strates Shaw’s aim: to enrich popular
music with jazz, and conversely.

During his year in the sun, Shaw was all
over the airwaves. He had a weekly show
sponsored by Old Golds, and often
tumed up. on late-night remotes from
New York’s Hotel Lincoln and Hotel
Pennsylvania, and from the Palomar
Ballroom in Los Angeles. The New York
dates yielded a double album of air-
checks, Artie Shaw in the Blue Roomfin

‘the Cafe Rouge. Released by RCA in

1961, it is long out of ‘print: a minor
tragedy, because it captures a great band

at its greatest, and may be the best air-

check album ever issued. If you find a

copy in a rare record shop, hang the

expense.

" Less satrsfymg are volumes 1 and 2

(Jazz Guild 1001 and 1003) of Artie

Shaw—“Melody and Madness” (the name
- of his first show for Old Golds). Though
‘not without good moments, they are the
" sort of albums a fastidious leader would

never gllow to be issued. Bootlegs, they
are * transferred from primitive home
equipment ‘that recorded faster than the
band was playing. As a result, the tempos
are rushed and the vocals distorted.
Helen Forrest sounds like a little girl,
and Tony Pastor, normally husky-voiced,
sounds castrated. Even more surprising
for this band, now and again they suffer
lapses of intonation.

Still, every performance by a band of
this_stature is worth cherishing. We  had
them for so little time. The breakup was
so abrupt that it made the front pages.
They were playing at the Cafe Rouge on
Novembei™ 18; 1939. Shaw finished a
set—and drove off to Mexico. George -
Auld tried to keep the band together, but

it was like Laurel without Hardy. - ..

R P S ,

Though we never realized it at the time,
it was the end of an era. Looking back,
we can see now that the thirties were the
golden age of American music: the golden
age of jazz . .. the golden age of the big
bands . .. the golden age of the popular
song. What followed was often good
music—but for the most part not nearly
as good. Just about the time Artie was
heading south of the border, ‘America
was crowning a new dance band monarch.
You remember Glerm Mrller -

- bias—by

)

A hard-hitting attack on network TV news

- columnist.
In-this incisive audio-cassette presentatlon Edith
Efron reveals evidence of TV'’s liberal bias and its
systematic - exclusion . of ‘opposing. views.
concludes her talk with a surprising—and radical—
solution to the problem. ‘
-Journalist ‘and media watchdog Edlth Efron is _
author of the-controversial book The News Twist-
_ers. She is a contributing editor to TV Guide and
has'written for Fime-Life, Look and the New York
Times. .
This 85-minute “easy-listening’ cassette includes

a lively question-and-answer session. To order,
simply clip this ad and mail it with your name and
address, and a check or money order for $10.95,
Money back if you're not satisfied. Order today.

Cassette catalog, $.25 (free wtth order)_,

%

901 N. Washington Street
. -Alexandria; VA 22314 . .
- | — — - - - — - L _ N

TV Guide's popular “News Watch”‘
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. Astride Two C‘urlytul\’es:
- Arthur Koestler at 70
Edited by Harold Harris

“The title of this celebration of Koest-
ler’s life and work on the occasion of
his 70th birthday refers logically enough
to the fact that although he is most
‘widely known as the author of a superb
‘novel, Darkness at Noon, Koestler is also
a most effective contributor to scientific
‘discussion of the distinctions between
brain, mind and consciousness. A liber-
ating sense that man is more than an
automatic system of reflexes emerges
from the book. The 14 contributors
discuss Koestler’s other fiction, “The
Sleepwalkers,” and his history of science,
the always fascinating story of his life
and his preoccupation with the para-
normal. A lengthy ‘overview’ by Roy
Webberly must be one of the best things
on Koestler available and is a tour de
force of popular expostion; Kathleen
Nott on “Koestler and the Behaviorists”
is another prize. . . .”—Publishers Weekly
[ Intellectual Biography / Random House,
1976 [ $10 ) '

—V—-
. The Rockefellers:
An American Dynasty

By Peter Collier and David Horowitz

“While they were accumulating more
than 200 hours of interviews with. the
‘Cousins’ (the fourth-generation Rocke-
fellers) the authors were able to penetrate
the barriers of the ‘brain trust in Roon
5600’ in the RCA Building and were
given a limited access to the Rockefeller
Family Archives. And when a family
PR man asked if their book was going to
be favorable or unfavorable, they replied
that they ‘planned simply to draw a

- realistic and full-blooded portrait of the
family.” This is what they have done in
this carefully annotated, thoroughgoing,

- balanced and readable family history....””
—Publishers Weekly | Biography-History /

Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1976 / $15

Powers of Mind
By Adam Smith

“While still a Wall Street fund manager,

Adam Smith (who wrote The Money
Game and Supermoney) began to read
about mind-body control, the feats of
yogis, legends from religion, and started
to look into meditation practices. He in-
vestigated almost everything from LSD
to biofeedback to Eastern religions. He
talked to Baba Ram Dass, John Lilly,
and other gurus, swamis, mystics, ath-
letes, and practitioners of many faiths
and beliefs —including experts in the
fields of medicine, phsyics, and neurosci-
- ence. He took courses in Arica and Tran-
scendental Meditation, he observed fads
and movements. And it is all carefully
and honestly reported, his doubts and
disbeliefs, the probable frauds, but also
the authentic phenomena, his own al-
“tered-state experiences, and the changes
‘in-his life. . . . something important is

. happening in. this new world of subjective |

awareness and :this is an excellent, well-
~documented survey of it all. Highly re-
commended.—George Adetman in Library
Journal | Psychology / Random, 1975 /
$8.95

January [February 1977

The Failure of the NRA
~ By Bernard Bellush

“The . Brookings . Instutition’s 1935 - re-
port on the then two-year-old NRA deliv-
ered the coup de.grace to this contro-
versial industry-oriented attempt to cor-
rect the evils of the Depression. Bellush,
history professor at the City University -
of New York, agrees with the report
in its indictment of Roosevelt and his
administration - for the lack of direction
which accelerated a drift toward monop-
oly. . . . Bellush’s book is a painstaking,
disillusioning -account of the Blue Eagle

period. . ..”—Publishers Weekly [ History
[ Norton, 1975 / $8.95

“They’ve Killed the President!”:

The Search for the Murdevers of

John F. Kennedy .~

By Robert Sam Anson

“The possibility that there * actually -

were murderers nags at millions because
of the questionable methods of the War-
ren Commission, the inconclusiveness of
balistics tests, a botched autopsy. Anson,
a political reporter for New Times, inter-
prets the evidence, including recently
available new material, as pointing to
an assassination conspiracy; at the same
time, however, he’s too. responsible to
categorically make accusations. . .. An-
son suspects the existence of three
‘Oswalds,” that a “plant’ lived in the
Soviet Union and married Marina, that
Marina herself may be an agent. He calls

attention to the problematical ‘coin,c,i~
dences that surrounded the assassination:

5

‘he examines the factions he sees as hav-
*ing.motives: organized crime, Cuban ex-

iles, the CIA. Yet proof of anything re-
mains elusive. Anson’s book, as readable
and concerned- as it is, is made up of in-
triguing parts that don’t credibly add
up . ...” —Publishers Weekly | Contem-

porary . History /[ Bantam, 1975 /
"$2.50 pb -
. . |
- How to Protect Yéu?;elf
from Crime :
By Ira A. Lipman

“[Lipman’s book] contains nothing
dramatic or surprising about security,
but if you adhere to its commonsense
checklists, youll make it much more
difficult for a. would-be thief or kid-
napper to score on you, your business,
or your family.” —Business Week | Sur-
vival / Atheneum, 1975/ $9.95m

NATIONAL HARD ASSET REPORTER advised subscribers on Dec. 11, 1972 10 buy
Japanese yen against the U.S. doflar. On February 28, 1973, when sale of yen was
recommended: subscribers realized a profit of $4,300 per contract. NATIONAL HARD
ASSET REPORTER has been watching the currency markets for years. Prior to the
August—ODi 1971 y crisis, i re advised to put their cash in
Swiss banks. By doing so they realized a 15% profit while maintaining their purchasing
oower. Again on October 15, 1973 and November 12, 1973, NATIONAL HARD ASSET
REPORTER advised to seii British pounds and ‘Swiss francs against the dofiar. On
January 14, 1975, when these positions were Closed, subscribers realized $4,775 and
$6.825 profit per contract. Again on June 9, 1975 editor Suter advised that the doliar
was set to make substantial gain, particularly against the Swiss franc. NATIONAL HARD
ASSEY REPORTER seiling the franc against the dollar resilting in a profit

opportunity to make huge profits from the fali British pound. On December 19, when

* those positions were clased, subscribers earned $2,500 per contract. The continuing
drop of the pound has yielded subscriters $4,500 profit per contract Irom January,
1976 through April, 1976 NATIONAL HARD ASSET REPORTER subscribers have made
dramatic profits while protecting their capital from loss through devaluation and have,
at the same time, made dramatic profits! While the general public has been fosing
money and buying power to devaluations and runaway inflation. subscribers to
NATIONAL HARD ASSET REPORTER have left the crowd and made big profits instead!
Profits can still be made in the currency markets. Should you be short in pounds and
long in the Swiss franc and mark during the remainder of 1876, NATIONAL HARD
ASSET REPORTER has the best profit information.

90% YEARLY COIN PROFITS

Since 1971 NATIONAL HARD ASSET REPORTER has recommended various coin
i These ions include a cross Section of every type of United
States Coinage and some loreign issues 100, There were recommendations requiring

an averape, these recommendations have realized a profit. ot 90% yearly profit to
HATIOMAL HARD ASSET REPORTER subscribers.

spesial reponts give editor Suter's picks for maximum profits during the next-coin
boom, and you'rs even told when the next general, alf-out, coin boom will hit.

FOLLOW THROUGH

NATIONAL RARD ASSEY REPORTER follows through all recommendations until sale
is recommended. NATIONAL HARD ASSET REPORTER never just makes a purchase
. fecommendation and then leaves subscribers wondering what to do. Instead,

of over $4,500 per contract on August 4, 1975, Again in August, editor Suter saw the .

only a $5 investment and others which required i excess of one thousand dollars. On

What are the dest coin investments today. NATIONAL HARD ASSET REPORTER

RICHARD SUTER PREDICTS:

GOLD AT $400 by DECEMBER, 1977
40% INFLATION DURING 1977
1978 - THE WORST DEPRESSION SINCE 1930

USING THE TAX LAW |

1t's legally possible to avoid alt income taxes on capital gains. This one special rebon )

can save you thousands of dofars of income taxes. As a new subscriber you'H receive
this report free . Be sure to order your NATHONAL HARD ASSET REPORTER subscription
taday . Just this one report can save you thousands of times the cost of a one year, 12

Issue subscription.
 GOLD

Gold is going to $400 an ounce just as Sure as I'm human says editor Richard Suter.
Knowing this, should you now buy gold coins, gold bullion or gold future contracts? in
NATHIMAL HARD ASSET REPORTER editor Suter tells you which and when! This report
gives important technical information which will petmit you to eam, what we believe to~
be, maximum profits in 1976. NATIONAL HARD ASSET REPORTEH. advised
subscribers as early as Qctober, 1974 that the price of gold would drop spectacutarly
during 1975. All during 1975 editor Suter. advised readers o short gold, making
subscribers almost 100% profit 3 month!

How will the continued ‘goid dumping by the United States Government, which will
5000 be joined Dy the internationa! Monetary Fund, affect the price of goid? Might the
Soviet Union, .in its need to buy United States wheat and other grains, he forced to sell
so much gold as to force the price of gold back down to $70 an ounce? Are the Swiss
banks currently engaged in a market fixing operation to hatd the price of goid artificially
low, ot is it artificiaily high? NATIOMAL HARD ASSET REPORTER special reports give
you the sco00p.

COPPER

During 1974 copper hit an all time record high price of $1.40 2 pound. Since then the
price steadily down to th quote of near 60¢ a pound. Copper may be
the very best hedge against inflation, which editor Suter indicates wilt skyrocket in price
with the continuing industrial expansion. Should you buy copper now for a 200% to
1000% profit during the next 12 moriths? NATIONAL HARD ASSET REPORTER speciat
reports gives. you the outlook for maximum profits from copper investments.
Subscribers taking our copper ! i in 1975 have
reaiized $4,000 profit per contract through April, 1976.

PLATINUM

Platinum has been a traditional store of value. in the course of history, literally
thousands of pecpie have been able to buy their freedom with piatinum. I recent years
the demand for piatinum has greatly increased. in Japan most precious jewelry is made
from platinum instead of gold. Alf U.S. automobiles have a catatytic converter which
depends an platinum for i i What will these new industrial applications do

NATIONAL HARD ASSET REPORTER makes the much more difficult
ot when 10 selt tor maximum . profits.

SILVER

Silver Wit it ab e high price during 1974, Is i for  repea performance tis year,
or should you go short (profiting as the price moves lower) for maximum profits?

Britain will affect siiver pri the next year. How the
government’s "“national defense stockpile” of silver may atfect the sitver price. Haw the
Sitver Users Assaciation may again torce the price of silver down.

beinaSy oronthe London

" i Bank Sihnr OF
silver p
- gliver market, of in the United States: market? NATIONAL mnsrpmn

- gives you I8 ful story. ‘

- MATIOMAL HARD ASSET REPORTER answers thess questions giving insight into how .

to the price of platinum? NATIONAL HARD ASSET REPORTER .gives our insight.
Subscribers taking our platinum advice in February, 1976, reatized $1,000 profit per
Ccontract by April, 1976.

FUTURE HAPPENINGS

The secession is quickly ending ali ‘over the world. During 1977 the word on
everyone's tongue will be inflation. This inflation will spread to every comer of the
world; commodity prices will greatly increase! When wili it finally stop again? Will the
next recassion end in the worst depression know to earth? NATIONAL HARD ASSET
REPORTER glves you the full and complete.review of upcoming econamic events.

Special reports give you an outfine of when the economy will be in full bioom, and when

the spiral wilt again wind. down toward a recession, what events could push that
recession into a dapression, and what events could push government to create

JADDRESS

FIND OUT WHY!

| SUBSCRIBE TO NATIONAL HARD ASSET REPORTER TODAY!

YOU'LL LEARN HOW TO EARN PROFITS LIKE:
| 108% PROFIT IN 77 DAYS!
119% PROFIT IN 85 DAYS!

170% PROFIT IN 55 DAYS!

250% PROFIT IN 63 DAYS!

“un-away inflation to create a “fult employment economy " with 100% inflation a week!
Spuciat reports tell you how to hede against further devaluations and inflation for
maximum profits under the expected economic conditions predicted by ssasoned
eco:iomists under the direction of editor Suter.

ALl SPECIAL REPORTS FREE-—SUBSCRIBE NOW

NATIONAL HARD ASSET REPORTER is offering all these special reports free to new
stbscribars who act now while our supplies last. Editor Suter wants you to benefit from
the continui y and ions that will affect the world in years to
come. By subscribing to MATIORAL HARD ASSET REPORTER you'N have the advised
j of seasoned and iers who know Wahl Street
and coins, too. )

NATIONAL HARD ASSET REPORTER is written for tuday's worid. We don't tell you
how the warld should be operating, we tell you how to profitin today's real world. if you
want down 1o earth profit facts send your subscription today. We'il immediately rush
you all the special reports outlined FREE. You can't lose—see our
guarantee—subscribe today!

GUARANTEE

If at any time you are not satisfied with NATIONAL HARD ASSET REPORTERyou may
cancet your subscription—#10 questions asked~—and receive an immediate cash refund
for the remainder of your subscription term. R

__READER CAUTION

The profits indicated in this -advertisement were actual purchase and sale
recommendations to ali subscribers of NATIONAL MARD ASSET REPORTVER. The
editorial staff of NATIONAL HARD ASSET REPORTER will continue to endeavor to find
these outstanding profits for subscribers. However, the past isinot a guarantee 10 the
future, Subscribers cannot necessarily expect these profits in the future despite the best
efforts of NATIONAL HARD ASSEY REPORTER.

NATIONAL HARD ASSET
REPORTER, DEPT. 211
P.0. Box 7212 (MPO) Chicago, Niinois 60680
Nationa! Hard Asset Reporter, Dept. 211
P.0. Box 7212, Main Post Office
Chicago, Nlinois 60680

Here's my subscrigtion order 10 NATIONAL HARD ASSET REPORTER. Rush me
all special reports as outlined i your ad.

6 month subscription (6 issues) $22.00
12 month subscription (12 issue) $41.00

NAME

CITY
STATE

ZIP

17



Sentlence

'_jBy Wallace L Matson

* Reviewed by Tibor R. Machan / Umversnty of
Callfomla Press, 1975 / $7.95

‘ Th1s -marvelous, frésh, meticulously argued and

brightly composed book carries a quote from Gilbert
Ryle on its cover in order to prepare the reader for
1t themé:
Man need not be degraded to a machine by
being -denied to be a ghost in a machine. He
might, after all, be a sort of animal, namely, -
a higher mammal There has yet to be ventured
the hazardous leap to the hypothesis that per-
haps he is a man.
Once the fadishly sensitive among us get over the
“sexist” overtones of this passage—having remem-
bered what tne words mean-in the English lan-
guage—the recommendation  contained . in Ryle’s

.statement will surely seem worth a try. It is to the

credit of Professor Matson that he embarks on prov-
ing the hypothesis with no apology to the mystics
among us. Instead Matson sets out to show what
after all should appear to us an eminently sensible
notion about what we. are, namely, material entities
in material reality. Matson addresses himself to what

_ should interest any thoughtful person: the question -

of what kind of entity a human being is. Surely we

- are materxal—we fall, we can be kicked, we are sub-
_ject to the laws of physics, chemistry, and even
: fmechamcs Surely, however, we are also different
~ from many other material thmgs——unhke stones, we
__expeuence pain; unlike plants, we. move about quite
N 'freely at times; unlike apes and porpoxses we. phlloso-

phlze So what are we?

A way of approachmg thxs problem that has gamed ,

[PHILOSOPHY

prominence in intellectual history involves a consid- :
eration of the idea that sensations are brain pro-
cesses. On a common sense level the idea seems:
‘reasonable enough—a feeling one has, say of the salti-
ness of the soup at tonight’s dinner, just could not
exist without something going on in our body, very
likely in that part of it where the sensory organs
come together, namely in the brain. Yet this is a
srevolutionary idea to some, especially the tender-

A ‘ Matson addresses h1mse1f |
‘to what should interest

And, of course, where would be spirit, soul, and—
to verge on the blasphemous—where would it leave
our supposed divine spark? Now that I have' suggested
where the simple notion that sensations are brain
processes might lead us, I will simply add that the

‘story is far more interesting than what my suggestion

makes it appear.

But 1 will not spoil the story. Once in a while a
book should be recommended, not reviewed at all,
just as with certain mystery novels. I confine my-
self, therefore, to this, instead of embarking on what
I' will do elsewhere, namely a philosophical confron-
tation with Professor Matson on the topic of sen-
tience. What will sufﬁce for now is to offer a testi-
mony.

Matson, a philosopher who not only knows a great
deal of the history of philosophy and has produced

~some of the best thinking on philosophical topics in

his previous articles and books—among them The

- Existence of God and History of Philosophy— is a

superb ‘prose writer. He is also a completely com-

~mitted rationalist in-the sense that he does not éx-

pect his readers to take him on. faith about anything.

" (So where he must limit his exposition, he acknow-

any thoughtful person: -
the question of what kind of
entity a human being is. 9 9

_hearted who have visions that granting such a crass
.conception of even. the simplest of human feelings
.must_give way to an avalanche of reductionism. What
next? Well, for one our emotions may have to be

~ construed as “mere” processes in our brains. And our
thoughts, memories, fantasies, dreams, reasoning—

* yes, even the human mind itself-would then have to
be construed -as nothing more than epiphenomena
of the: brains we:have in-our bodies. Where is the
glory in all this, where are we to put our ennobling

. conceptions about man’s special place in nature?

~ledges  that his position requires additional - treat-

ment.) His arguments are always fair, although he

. does not shy away from ca]lmg silliness: ]ust what it

is, silliness.

Now if this will not entice you to embark-‘on: a
fascinating yet relatively brief intellectual adventure,
maybe you will find it more titillating that Matson
handles ‘such topics as the nature of private experi-

-ences, artificial intelligence, the mind/body relation-

ship, freédom of the will, and the nature of values—all

‘in a crisp and often dazzlingly intelligent- manner.

~Again, I do not wish to give anything away, for this

“book is somewhat of -a mystery tour. What does

Matson’s materialism lead to concerning the nature
of thought? Can machines think? ‘Are we free" Are
moral judgments meaningful?

Find out for yourself. T promise you a dehghtful
and challenging journey. m

‘

Block, Walter Sk

Baxter, Rene
TAX AVOIDANCE, POL]TICAL FREEDOM AND

" THE INVESTOR -

(1976 Bicentennial Investment Seminar) '
Rene Baxter’s topic is the investor's political treedom,
and how that freedom is violated by taxation. In keeping
with the seminar’s Bicentennial theme, Baxter's speech
is a rousing call to arms for a second American Revolu-
tion. He outlines .a number of methods being used by
tax rebels to avoid paying taxes—with-varying degrees.
of legality. Though he offers advice on how to survive
.economic crisis. Baxter disputes the prophets of gloom
~and doom, and exolains why he iis tundamentally opti-
mistic about the future.. Rene Baxter, ‘a free-market
economist and investment advisor, is a' leader of the
national tax revolt movement. o R

Tape #435 (67 min.) $10.50

-

Grinder, Walter E.

- MONETARY MANIPULATION: ITS STRUCTURAL

EFFECTS
“Dr. Grinder discusses the effects of monetary pohcy on
the economy. He shows how changes in the money supply
aftect interest rates and pricés, and outlines the conse-
quences of monetary misdirection in a mixed economy.
A ‘brief question-and-answer session followed this lecture
at an American Geographical Society conference. :

Tape #465 (25 min.) $8.95 . . _

——
IR readers

Rothbard Murra)
HOW GOVERNMENT DESTROYS OUR MONEY

Dr. Rothbard contends that government policies are to

MONEY, INFLATION: }SND THE BUSINESS CYCLE
Walter Block discusses. the. significance of meney, its
advantages over barter, and.the necessary qualities of a
monetary medium. He then - turns his attention to the
nature, cause and consequences.of inflation, and answers
arguments against the gold standard.. Finally,. he talks
about the business cycle, contrasting the Keynesian *‘fine-
tuning” approach with the Austrian School's theory of
time preference.

Tape #330 (40 min.) $9.95

Branden, Nathaniel, Ph.D. -

NEW LECTURES ON THE PSYCHOLOGY OF SELF-

ESTEEM i
Dr. Branden, a therapist practicing in Los Angeles, is
the author of The Psychology of Self-Esteem, Breakmg
Free, and The Disowned Self. Now, he'has created a
series of lectures which substantially update and expand
upon the material in those pathbreaking works. The con-
tent of this course goes well beyond the material pre-

blame-for inflation.. He explains how this occurs through

. the excessive. printing of paper money and the operation .

of the banking system. Dr. Rothbard outlines the three
stages of inflation. and gives a short summary of the
abuses of money by various governments throughout
history. ‘This recording includes a question-and-answer
SCeSSI00. N

Tape #429 (59 min.) $9.95

MacBride, Roger L.

ROGER MacBRIDE DISCUSSES THE LIBERTARIAN
- PARTY PLATFORM

The 1976 Libertatian Party presidential candidate out-
lines the major areas of the LP’s platform. MacBride
discusses the LP’s position on victimless crimes,. foreign
policy, and such domestic issues as inflation, taxation,
pollution and the postal service.

Tape #446 (47 min.) $9.95

Null, Gary B

HOW TO GET YOUR BEST SELLER PUBLISHED
When most people write a book, it never gets published
and gathers dust. The reason is that most writers do not
know how to sell to a publisher. This invaluable cassette
shows you how to turn your manuscript into a best seller..
You will learn how to attract a publisher's attention—

. which publishers to seek out—which to” avoid—how to

keep from being cheated—and how to receive your fair
share of movie, magazine, paperback rights, etc.

Tape #458 (55 min.) $9.95

sented in’ Dr. Branden’s three books, and represents an
integration of his most recent researches, studies, and

findings.

Here are some of the hlghhghts of this comprehenswe
presentation of Biocentric Psychology: - The need, the
motivating power, and the requirements of self-esteem—
Self-esteem’s relation to sex, productive work and humar
relationships—The need to understand yourself and othel
people—The, psychology of man-woman relationships—
The. nature and source of emotion—Neurotic disorders:
their meaning and cause—Principles of motivation—
Emotional blocking—Disowning the self-—Self-alienation
and social alienation—Reason and emotion; A new inter-
pretation—Self-awareness, self-acceptance, self-responsi-
bility, self-assertion—Anxiety and depression—A critique
of contemporary psychology: Psychoanalysis, Behavior-
ism, ““Humanistic” Psychology—Biocentric Therapy: Its
goals and techniques—Biocentric Therapy and the Ob-

, jectivist Ethics.
Tape #621-640. (26 hrs.) $188.95

Rothbard, Murray
DEFLATION RECONSIDERED -

Dr. Rothtard believes that the phenomenon of deflation
deserves more attention. He outlines the reasons why
detlation is preferable to inflation, and suggests that
detlation would help resolve our present economic prob-
Jems. A lecture delivered at an American” Geographical

Society conference.

Tape #464 (22 min.) $8.95
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ealer
By F. Paul Wllson

Reviewed by: Richard E. Geis / Doubleday, 1976 /

$5.95

Healer by F. Paul Wilson is what is kindly called
cn interesting failure. It uses old, reliable science-fic-
tion elements: a man made virtually immortal by an
alien in his brain who monitors his body and keeps
him in top condition and even constructs/grows back-
up organs, an-immensely powerful insane alien psi
menace from far across the galaxy, the intrusion of
the State into private freedoms to the point-of slav-

ery (by another name) of the individual, advanced .

psi powers in the herofalien gestalt, spacewarps for
instant travel and communication, the spread of man-
kind into a large segment of the galaxy, a Federation
of planets. Uses these elements. unthinkingly, as a
painted backdrop, with very little thought given to
making them hang together.
Steven Dalt is the immortal. Note the name similar-
ity to.John Galt, hero of Ayn Rand’s Atlas Shrugged.
Dalt, having been immortal for a few centuries,
finds it necessary to establish yet another identity on
‘another planet to mask his unending life. It is an era
when the once mighty Federation of human colon-
ized planets is moribund and the collectivist mental-
ity is growing stronger (again, another cycle) and
beginning to gain power and influence over ‘the
scattered culturally and economically diverse human
Systems.
Dalt takes a computer ]ob on the ill- reputed libertar-

ian planet Tolive, with the private enterprise Inter-
stellar Medical Corps.

Here F. Paul Wilson uses his hero shamelessly,
making him a wide-eyed, knee-jerk liberal fool in
order to show-and-tell some of the Tolive libertarian
life. Dalt is a man who has lived for centuries on a

~succession of different planets, doing a variety of jobs

e
(4 @ Healer is a rather bad,
routine science fiction -novel
with a small, fascinating taste
of libertarian life. § §

I
in a mixture of cultures and social levels—who is
stunned that on Tolive there are no illegal books or
drugs, who is appalled at carefully supervised public
floggings, and who has apparently never outgrown his
puritanical childhood.

This is sloppy, lazy writing.

More: the inner dialog between Dalt and his alien
partner (named Pard) is too cute for comfort, and

what is worse, this juvenile level of conversation

TIVNPATEA

-remains unchanged over “the centuries—awkward,
simplistic, embarrassing. -

On Tolive, Dalt learns he has exceptional psi powers

-(courtesy of Pard, mostly) and finds that he can heal
by delving into minds—especially those of the victims
of the horrors, dn’ inexplicable, suddenly occuring
fugue of fear and hallucinations that strikes people

~ at random throughout mankind’s area of the galaxy.
The horrors is spreading, and Dalt becomes quickly
known and revered as the Healer. He is a legend.

But, inevitably, after a time, the Healer must disap-
‘pear. - Dalt surfaces on a remote planet as an im-
mensely rich recluse.

But then begin brief, savage raids on human popu-
lated planets by space-suited humanoids who use an
advanced spacewarp portal. The raids become more
frequent, more devastating. . .

And once again a single, superior man saves all
mankind from extinction, and in this case also
saves an alien race from its fate-worse-than-death.
This is knee-jerk plotting: the old, reliable formula
that, with unending repetition and variation, drives
away the average reader of science fiction after a few
years.

The brief glimpse of Tolive is tantalising and seems
brutally edited. There is mention of a Contract with
the planet (not with the government) required of all
Tolive citizens, but nothing more is explained or
shown. I suspect too much libertarianism would have
(maybe did) strike the editors at Doubleday as
“propaganda” and special pleading, out of place and
out-of proportion in the novel.

There is a quote on page 79 from Daniel Webster:
“In every generation there are those who want to
rule well-but they mean to rule. They promise to be
good masters—but they mean to be masters.” I like
that. It reminds me of The Smiler who is now our
president.

To 'sum up: Healer is a rather bad, routine science
fiction novel with a small, fascinating taste of liber-
.tarian life. m

Branden, Nathaniel, Ph.D.
HOW TO COMMUNICATE POLITICAL IDEAS

The noted psychologist and therapist addressed the 1976
~Libertarian Party Convention on the techniques of political
persuasion. Dr. Branden encouraged individuals to ques-
tion their own motives for engaging in political conversion,
and advised that they understand their case. Using anec-
dotes drawn from his own private and professional experi-
ences, he described the problems one faces in grappling

with the stands taken by others—and how one might
attempt to persuade others in a constructive manner, A
* useful guide for personal communication -on other levels
also. His speech was followed b) an informative question
and answer session.

Tape #732 (55 min.) $9.95

Wollstein, Jarret
THE MYTH OF MONOPOLY POWER

Wollstein examines the history and economics: of monop- ..
oly-power in the U.S. He demonstrates with historical-
examples that economic concentration existed only when .
firms were efficient, innovative, and charged lower prices

than their competitors. He also explains why the concept

of a monopoly price is a myth. and why the monopolist

has only the same kind of economic power as any other

businessman. Wollstein concludes that breaking up large

firms in the tree market destroys economic. freedom and

harms-consumers. An-informative cassette on. a widely

debated issue.

Tape #264 (32 min.) $9.95

Lachman, Ludwig M.

Bock, Alan, Karl Hess, E. Scott Royce, Pem- Breggin,
. Charles Morgan, and Murray Rothbard
THE “STATE” OF OUR UNION?

An alternative “'State of the Union™ event was sponsored
by libertarians to announce the formation of the Liber-
tarian Advocate. The director, Alan Bock, explained the
purpose of this new special interest lobby in Washington:
lobbying for freedom. Karl Hess contributed with a witty
commentary on- the current political scene. Royce pro-
vided a review of U].S. foreign policy; Peter. Breggin
discussed the use of psychiatric treatment as a tool of
oppression; Charles Morgan (formerly with the ACLU)
described the growing danger of governmental and presi-
dential secrecy; and Murray Rothbard offered a reply to
President Ford's -State of the Union Address. An event
with a serious theme, but not without good humor.

$12.50

Tape #420 - (107 min.)
HIDDEN ASPECTS OF TODAY' S INFLATION :
Dr. Lachmann discusses inflation’s psychological dimen-
sion, its distributional eftects, its geographical aspects,
and its relation to capital erosion. A question-and-

Shenfield, Arthur, Ph.D.

CONSUMERISM: A REPLY TO NADER AND HIS NO TAPE PLAYER?

RAIDERS

Arthur Shenfield, a distinguished
British cconomist. takes on Ralph Nader and his sup-
porters in a brilliant, no-holds-barred assault. He not
only answers the familiar complaints of the consumer
protection movement, he also provides an cloquent de-
fense of the free-market system. Dr. Shentield is a
former president of the Mont Pelerin Society. an inter-
national fraternity of free market economists and politi-
cal scientists. He has had numerous posts in the British
government and has been an economic adviser to several
developing countries.

Tape #320 (116 min.)

On this tape. Dr.

$12.50

Branden, Nathaniel, Ph.D.
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN' THERE' S A WORLD
OUT THERE

In this penetrating critique of the Human Potential
Movement, psychologist Nathaniel Branden contends
that the movement's exclusive preoccupation with man's
inner life creates the danger of failing to recognize the
existence of an outside world. Dr.Branden's view of the
Human Potential Movement is fundamentally positive.
however, and he offers a constructive alternative to the
“galloping subjectivism’ he sees'as dangerously endemic
to modern psychology and psychotherapy. This talk was.
recorded at the Western Regional Conference of the’
Association of Humanistic Psychology. It is a provocative
and stimulating address that is bound to create con-
troversy. i
$9.95 -

Tape #588 (49 min.)

answer period followed his presentation at an American
Geographical Society conference. Ludwig Lachmann is
a visiting professor of economics at New York Uni-
versmy. :
Tape #461

{34 min.}  $9.95

Liggio, Leonérd
AMERICAN ' CORPORATE STATE’S FOREIGN
POLICY

In a speech at the conference on *“Who Rules America?,”
Liggio asserts that the commodity of petroleum has had
more effect on the shaping of' U.S. foreign policy than
any other single factor in this century.. He traces “oil
diplomacy™ trom its origins to the present day.

Tapg #424 (46 min.) : $9.95

Smiith, Jerome
SMITH INTERVIEWED BY CHARLES CURLEY

Jerome Smith, an economic writer who once employed
Harry Browne. discusses the prospects for ‘gold and
silver. Smith places his predictions into a larger frame-
work, which includes analyses of government policies
and their effects, the monetary and fiscal situation, and
the consequences of “‘future shock.” New York-area
listeners will be particularly intrigued by the fact that
Smith's predictions on this tape regarding New York’s
fiscal crisis (recorded in November, 1975) have already
come true almost word-for-word. Smith-led the way into
silver in the late 1960s, and remains bullish on the metal.
He tells why he expects silver to nse to $20-an- ounce
levels,

Tape #413

(85 min.) $10.95
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®SONY Model TC-45. Handheld recorder-player doubles as
portable dictating machine. Built-in mike, automatic shutoff.
Battery meter. Tape counter. 4-way power supply. Regularly
$140, our price, $126 with purchase of any tape.

® GE Top-selling Modet M8455. Operates on AC cord or
batteries. Built-in mike. $49.95, our price, $45 with purchase
of any tape.
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an @if’@SS @@rfeﬁnite

By Walter E. Gnnder

As a movement, libertarianism has a long way to go
before it reaches maturity. There have, however, been
some significant advances made during this past year,
and I would like to use.the space in this month’s col-
umn to take stock of where we are, and where we are

_ going.

As I've said elsewhere I have never ‘been much of a
Libertarian Party - fan—that is until the most recent
campaign. The MacBride campaign and all the state
and local campaigns that went along with it were suc-

cessful beyond my wildest imagination. I'm not think-

ing of just the 180,000 or so votes, but the success in
getting libertarianism known to. literally millions of
people who heretofore had not even heard of a consis-
tent libertarian point of view. I think that MacBride’s
tripartite theme of libertarianism in civil liberties,
economics, and foreign policy was a stroke of genius,
although I wish that he had been even ﬁrmer in the
area of foreign pohcy

We need much more of this kind of broad-based ap-
proach. Other effective mass appeals were found in
Murray N. Rothbard’s interview in the October Pent-
house and: James Dale Davidson’s award-winning
Playboy article on tax resistance and the IRS.

. As important as a political campaign is for effective
‘introductory- education -and organizing, we must rem-
ember that the attention of Americans can be caught
for broad political-ideological purposes only once
every four years. I don’t want to underestimate the

they are important for organizing local constituencies.
These local issues are, however, not capable of captur-
ing the attention and imagination of the many people
necessary to.get across a sustained.and comprehensive
ideological message. The Libertarian Party can do a
great deal to get ready for the 1980 campaign, but we
cannot expect the party to be an effective tool of mass
education until the next presidential campaign.

Clearly, other vehicles are necessary. Fortunately this
past year has seen. the emergence of parallel institu-
tions that can serve this important function.

The heart and soul of libertarianism is its ideas.
Nurturing and training those who can effectively con-
vey these ideas is the single most important task con-
fronting the movement. For when we get right down
to it, ideas are the key to social change. But ideas do
not move mysteriously through-a vacuum. They must
be learned, refined, and carried by intéllectuals (those
who deal ‘with ideas on all levels). We will not build
a libertarian movement, we cannot win any significant
victories for liberty until we have built up a large and

articulate cadre of intellectuals (professors, teachers, -
writers, lecturers, journalists, conversatlonahsts, et’

cetera).

The most significant new parallel 1nst1tut10ns that are
now serving this purpose are the Center for Libertarian
Studies (200 Park Avenue South, Suite 911, New
York, NY 10003) and the Cato Institute (Box 2256,
Wichita, KS 67201).

. funds, ‘but with a clear ideelogical- ahd,strategic ypur-f

_pose. In its first year the Center has come a long way.
It has among its Board of Directors and Board of
Advisors the following: Yale Brozen, Arthur A. Ekirch,
Williamson Evers, Antony- Flew, R. Dale Grinder,
Charles Hamilton, M1s. F. A, Harper, Henry Hazlitt,
F. A. Hayek, John. Jospers, Robert D. Kephart,
Ludwig M. Lachmann, Leonard P. Liggio, James J
Martin, Mrs. - Ludwig  von Mises,
Robert A. Nisbet, Robert Nozick, Ralph Raico, Earl C.

~Ravenal, Murray N. Rothbard, James A..Sadowsky,

Louis M. Spadaro, and Thomas Szasz. The officers are
John Hagel 111, president; Jospeh R. Peden, vice-presi-
dent, Walter E. Grinder, secretary and executive direc-
tor, and Walter Block, treasurer.

The Center has a contract with Pergamon Press for

its new academic publication, The Journal of Liber-
tarian Studies. The JLS is edited by Murray N. Roth-

bard. Included in the first two issues, among other

articles, are the following: “Toward a Reformation of
the Law of Contracts by Williamson M. Evers,
“Robert Nozick and the Immaculate Conception of the

Felix Moxley, -

State” by M. N. Rothbard, “Toward a Theory of State

Capitalism: Ultimate Decision-Making and Class
- Structure” by Walter E. Grinder and John Hagel III,
“Property Rights in Celtic Irish Law’” by J. R.Peden,
“Comments about the Mathematical Treatment of
Economic Problems”
published in English), “Coase and Demsetz on Private
Property Rights” by Walter Block, “Order without

R N s

importance of local issues in'local elections; because

-~

AN AFTERWORD FROM

“A Selective Freedom” ..~ .

Reginald Bretnor’s belief that-the nghts ‘
and “powers” of cmzenshlp should be”

taken away from “irresponsible’’ individ-
uals is the tip of the right-wing statist’s
iceberg. - “Responsibility,” of course,
would have to be defined by the state;

that is, by people in power. {See “ ‘Gun:

Control’ and the Free ‘Citizen,” LR,
Sep.-Oct.’76.]

Historically, there are many abominable
examples of what happens when the peo-
-_ple in power decide who is responsible
and who isn’t. Women were considered
to be incapable of voting responsibly

" until a paltry fifty years ago. Blacks were _

deliberately disenfranchised after the

-Civil War=not on the basis of race, but

by means of economic criteria and liter-

. acy tests—so-called objective tests that

Mr. Bretnor would perhaps approve of.
The implications here are antilibertar-
ian in so fundamental a way that I am

amazed that | even need to discuss them -

in a libertarian publication. The state is
the legalized use of force. To deprive
people of citizenship is to leave them
without a voice in the affairs of the state.
Now, people who are unrepresented in
government have a nasty habit of being

oppressed and exploited by that very -

institution. Thus, to deprive people—
responsible or not—of the powers of
citizenship is to deprive them of the
right of sélf defense in a way more basic
than the prohibition of guns itself.
It is" predictable that Bretnor would

" berate the ACLU for its work in protect-
_ ing the rights of the accused. But his
~ attempt to dig up a libertarian-sounding

reason for this leads. to bizarre -results

““ The ACLU has an ‘“authoritarian” con- -

cept of government, he says, because
their adversary concept of government
reveals ‘“‘the memory of czars and com-

Letters from readers are welcome. Although -

only a selection can be published and noné can

be individually acknowledged, each will receive

editorial consideration and may be passed on to

reviewers and authors. Letters .submitted for
publication should be brief, typed, double
spaced, and sent to LR, 901 N. Washington St.,
Alexandria, VA 22314.
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_missars, serfdom and subjection, ' po-
groms, summary seizures, and arbitrary

- judgements without appeal.” And indeed -
it does— let’s hope we never forget these

things! Surely even Bretnor knows that
they have -happened right here in' the

United States. And the only reason we

~don’t have arbitrary judgment and
“summary seizures more often here is
because' the adversary concept of the
relation between government and the
governed has led to procedural safeguards
for the accused.

But like all right wmgers who seek a
selective  freedom _ (for themselves),
Bretnor defeats himself by contradiction.
He starts out with the correct assumption
that government is an instrumentality to
which people delegate certain powers
that they already have as individuals. In
the next paragraph, he contradicts
this. “Full. citizenship was not,” he
“says, “something granted automatically
to anybody who could grunt and get in
line for a handout,” thus implying that
citizenship is a kind of handout, or
“grant” of powers. He speaks of “quali-
fying” for the right to vote, as if the
franchise were a special power above and

beyond-. what all - individu’als possess
already. He speaks of the powers” of
citizenship being “given” “millions of

irresponsibles.” Thus, in the last analysis,
it is Bretnor, not just the “left-leaning
liberals,” who believes that the “powers

~we once delegated to government now -

belong to it and not to- us,” to use his
own words.

Liberals tell us that only policemen can
be trusted with guns; Bretnor tells us that
only good, solid, upper-class citizens can
be trusted with the vote. What’s the
difference? )

Our commitment to 1nd1v1dua1 rights
may ally us with people like Bretnor on
one particular issue, That does rnot mean
we have to accept or help spread the
reactlonary and antilibertarian views asso-
ciated ~with him. Indeed, that people
like Bretnolj have been considered advo-

~cates of freedom is probably the major

" reason why the cause has faltered for so -

many years. If libertarians allow this

."kind of right-wing statism to ride along

The Center began only a year ago with virtually no

feguﬁhm‘@g Viewefe

on our bandwagon we, too wx]l lose
because of 1t

MILTON MUELLER
Chlcago, 111.

- Bretnor Rephes

Mr. Mueller’s peroration opens wzth an

outright misstatement of face when he

refers to my alleged ‘“belief that the

- rights and ‘powers’. of citizenship should

be taken away from. ‘irresponsible’ indi-
viduals.” I said nothing about the restric-
tion of passive rights, of those rights
which pertain only to one’s own well-
being and destiny, but of course I did
question the wisdom of allowing the
irresponsible to exercise, perilously, pow-
‘ers that can ‘decide ‘the destinies of
their fellow men.

Without some ‘degree of intellectual and
interpersonal responsibility, no viable
society or culture can flourish, and—per-
haps unfortunately —there must be some
standard against which this rcpsonsibility
can be measured. Such 'standards, in
the past, have generally been cultural
developments, often unfair, sometimes
inhumane, but usually with a survival

value for the community. Perhaps in the -

furure more idealistic and more scientific
ways can be found by which to determine
them. They will be imperfect, certainly,
as man is imperfect, but with all their
imperfections they will still be necessary.

To deny this is simply to assert that
everyone has to be free to “do his own
thing” no matter what.

Mr. Mueller speaks as a declared Liber-
tarian, but his frames of reference, as
revealed by his distortions of what I
had to say and by his choice of epithets,
seem to be the familiar fuzzy ones of
Left-leaning Liberalism. His inability - to
understand what I wrote and meant is,
I imagine, due to the fact that certain
meanings and concepts simply are not
contained in those frames—hence such

" absurdities as his statement that “Bretnor

tells us that only good, solid, upper-class

citizens can be trusted with the vote,” -

which I did not say. He seems to be con-
strained by an inflexible map of causés

.and effects, and to be inflicting it on a

~ u

by Ludwig von Mises (never _

terrain to which it does naft correspond.
U As’ His central'trgument appéars to’ re-
duce Libertarianism>$0"a mindless advo-

cacy of anarchy, it is pointless for me to .

attempt any further explzcanon “OF dw-
cusszon

REGINALD BRETNOR -

Medford, Ore.

“Major Misunderstanding”

Bill Mcllhany’s review (September/Oc-
tober 1976) on my Punishing Criminals:
Concerning a Very Old- and  Painful
Question was generous, for which I ‘am
thankful,
misunderstandings, most of ‘which I do
not think I can take the space to correct.
One, however, goes too far..

Mr. Mcllhany implies that I accept “to-

~day’s senseless jargon of ‘one’s debt to
society’ ” and adds,
rather hostile to retribution as uncivilized

vengeance.” Actually, 1 am in favor of »
retribution and explain (in a section titled -

“Retribution and Vengeance” that retri-
bution has nothing to do with vengeance,
but instead with promise keeping and
that the motive of vengeance, whether or
not present, has no logical connection
with the intention of retribution. (A and
B may have different motives for the
same intention of killing C.) I also make
it clear that the justification for threats

but also replete with major

“van den Haag is

)

is utilitarian, for punishments retribu- -

tive—they must be deserved by guilt.
Further ‘the first chapter contains a sec-

~ tion (“A Debt Owed by or to Society?”)

in- which I reject the theory that the crim-
inal owes a debt to society. I also unmis-
takably favor restitution by offenders to
injured individuals, in a section headed
“Restitution.”

ERNEST VAN DEN HAAG
New York, N.Y.

Mcllhany Replies k

I will comment briefly on-the “inajor
misunderstanding” Professor ~van- den

Haag kindly specified in his letter. The
complete sentence in my review from
which he excerpted his quotes reads: ““The
author pays little or no. attention to a

perspectwe of inherent transactional jus-

Ltbertarian Revzew



Law: Where Will the Anarchists Keep the Madmen?”
by John D. Sneed. The first issue of the JLS will be out
in February.

The Center’s newsletter, In Pursuit of Ltberty, is
a publication devoted to movement academic news and
an update on Center activities. Profiles of great liber-
tarians are a regular feature. Thus far, features on
Felix Morley, Henry Hazlitt, and F. A. Hayek have
appeared. :

The Center holds an annual Libertarian Scholars
Conference, which brings together some of the very
best young libertarian intellectuals. The LSC gives
these young scholars both a forum to deliver their
research papers and a chance to learn what other
libertarian scholars are doing. This year’s conference
(the fourth) was held at New York’s Waldorf Astoria
Hotel in late October. It was one of the best yet.
Among others, these topics- were discussed: “On
Robert Nisbet’s Twilight of Authority,” papers by

John McCarthy and Leonard P. Liggio, comments by

Joseph R. Peden and Robert Nisbet; ““The Foundations
of Libertarian Legal Theory,” papers by Williamson
Evers and Randy E. Bamett, comments by Murray N.
Rothbard, Roy A. Childs, Lyla O’Driscoll, and Jeffrey
Paul; “An Historical Inquiry into Nineteenth Century
_ Libertarian Social Analysis,” papers by Mark Weinburg
and David Osterfeld, comments by Leonard P. Liggio
and Joseph T. Salerno; Liability, Economics and the
Law—Two Problems: Pollution and Bankruptcy,”
papers by R. Dale Grinder and Lawrence H. White,
comments by William Beach and Walter Block; “An

" 'Analysis of the ‘Southern Rim’ Thesis,” papers by

Jonathan Marshall and John Hagel 11I, comments by
G. William Domhoff and Larry Shoup. The banquet
speaker was sociologist G. William Domhoff, who spoke
on “The Current State of Social Analysrs in the United
States.”

. The Center has commrssroned a major pr’o;ect, by.Pro-
fessor Earl C. Ravenal of the School of Advanced

International Studies at Johns Hopkins University.

The title of the study is 4" Non-Interventionist Foreign

Policy. It 'is due to be finished by early summer.:

Two CLS Occasional Papers are very close to publi-

‘of the Austrian School of Economics.”
J. Huston McCulloch’s translation of “The Production .

of Security,” a classic free market study by Gustave
de Molinari.

On. 4-6 March 1977 at
School, the Center will conduct a symposium on
“Crime and Punishment: Restitution, Retribution and
Law.” Like this year’s Libertarian Scholars Conference,
this symposium . is being sponsored by the Liberty
Fund. This is the first systematic libertarian analysis
of the current legal paradigm. This conference will
include: “Psychiatric Diversion in the Criminal Justice
System: A Critique” by Thomas Szasz; a roundtable
discussion on ‘““The Crisis in the Criminal Justice
System: Examination of Causes and Consequences,”
with Alan Dershowitz, Edward C. Banfield, Richard
Epstein, Burt Galaway, Leonard P. Liggio, Murray N.
Rothbard, Thomas Szasz and James Q. Wilson; “Time
Preference and Crime,” papers by Edward C. Banfield
and Gerald P. O’Driscoll, comment by Mario Rizzo;
“Retribution: The Ethics of Punishment,” papers by
Walter Kaufmann and John Hospers, comments by
Murray N. Rothbard and Davis Kuber; “Restitution
as an Alternative to Punishment,” papers by Richard

Epstein and Burt Galaway, comments by Randy E. -

Barnett and Williamson Evers; and “Some Treat-
ments of Crime in History,” papers by Ronald Hamowy
and Leonard P. Liggio, comments by James J. Martin.
The banquet address will be “Towards a Re-Ordering
of Priorities in the Criminal Justice System” by
James Q. Wilson.

Most of the plans for the flfth Libertarian Scholars

Conference to be held next October have been made,
and it is sure to be at least as productive and stimulat-
ing as those of the past.

The Center is doing surprisingly well with 1ts fund-
raising efforts. So well, in fact, that it has been able to
move into a new headquarters. There are five offices

and ‘a large lrbrary conference room which is being.
used for seminars and conferences. The Center now has

a full-time staff of four, including its first full-time re-
search associate. The Center has, indeed, become a
libertarian ‘““think tank.”

The second is

Harvard . La'w;

tion distribution institute. Cato was formerly the
Charles Koch Foundation, based in Wichita, Kansas.
It will continue to maintain offices in Wichita, but
its headquarters will be in San Francisco. It will also
maintain an -office- in New York, which it will share
with the Center for Libertarian Studies. Edward H.
Crane III, past national director of the Libertarian
Party is Cato’s president and executive director. Cato
will continue to sponsor conferences, seminars, and
publications, and it will begin a Cato Fellows program.
Cato’s key contribution in the past has been its under-
writing of a series of Austrian economics seminars
and _conferences. Due in large part to Cato’s sup-
port, Austrian economics has made a fantastic resur-
gence during the past several years. The most exciting
project that Cato is about to undertake is the publi-
cation of a new monthly magazine, which will be
modeled after the Nation. That is, it will be devoted
to analysis of and comment on contemporary issues as
well as investigative journalism. The edtior will be
Williamson Evers, the brilliant libertarian theore-
tician at Stanford University. In addition to Evers,
Ralph Raico, one of the movement’s very best writers
and  academics, will take a position on the staff as
senior editor. The two, along with Ed Crane, are
already putting together a staff and working on build-
ing circulation. The magazine as yet remains nameless.
The importance of a periodical that will comment on
the current domestic and foreign scene from a libertar-
ian perspective is impossible to overestimate.

Cato will work closely with the Center for Libertar-
ian Studies. Their combined and complementary out-
put will rival—if not in quantity at least in quality—
that of ‘the American Enterprise Institute on the right,

- "the Brookings Institution in the liberal center, and the

Institute for Policy Studies on the left. Hopefully, their
influence. will also soon rival these other ideological
“think tanks.” The Center will concentrate more on
academic matters and Cato on public-policy issues.

.Building a- movement is a long and many-leveled
process. For a movement.to be successful, it absolutely
must be grounded on a firm 1deologlcal foundation.
The emergence of the Center and Cato takes us a long
way toward building that foundation.®m

cation. First is Lawrence H. White’s ‘A‘The Methodology

Cato Institute is a public policy research and informa- ‘

cen the, mmal%and :

- 4q,g an ,q[terqagyewgqq zoda, senseless

-, jargon. of: ‘one’s,.debt to s cezty, ‘and
- van den. Haag is rathe( hosttle to retribu- -

tion as uncivilized vengeance.” I do not
. believe I said there that Professor van den

,Haag advocated or accepted the notion

“'of “one’s debt to society,” which he
does criticize for sound reasons. I am
sorry: that he misread my sentence and
assumed I ‘was accrediting to him the
popular myth which has thrived in the
absence of any popular revival of natural
law and rights theory.

My complamt was not suffzczently
directed at principles of natura’ law logic-
ally derived from the objective facts of
human nature. In the absence of such a
focus, he seemed to me (pp. 11-12) to
be falling back on something he des-
cribed, but did not-define, as “a transper-
sonal social order” as the protective
basis of retributive punishment. And

from what I consider to be a rational
natural law perspective, the source of:

justice is exclusively personal: the mea-
sure of the harm done to the victim is the
degree to which the criminal has forfeited
his right to commensurate values and
should justly relinquish them in a manner
appropriate to each individual case.

Because he places the justification for
punishment in such an undefined social
context, Professor van den Haag equates
an individual’s act. of retribution with
what he describes most unfavorably as
“self-serving vengeance” (p. -10). Apart
from the fact -that retributive acts are
only just if commensurate to the harm
actually done, I fail to see the strength
of the distinction which he here tries
to make, since it is only on the basis of
an individual’s right to do so for himself

that the state as an agent for him prac--

tices retribution, and becauce the crimi-
nal, having virtually ‘given up claim”
-to his values and rights to the degree he
harmed another, is just as fairly deprived
of them by his victim, another individual,
or those individuals who comprise the
State, acting as an agency for the victim.

BILL MC ILHANY

Newport Beach, Calif.
Janua}j)/F ebruary 1977

S “Two Steps’ Backward”

With the publication of Adam Reeds

review of five.‘‘Holocaust” books in the
May-June issue, LR took two steps back-
wards in the quest for a better under-

standing of alleged war-time -atrocities.

One . of my . first personal experiences
which ‘brought the.charge of deliberate
murder of Jews on the part of Hitler &
Crew into -question was when 1 obtained
two editions of Polish Acts of Atrocity
Against the German Minority in Poland.
published by the German Foreign Office

in 1939 and 1940, they ‘include a large -

number of photographs of Germans said
to have been killed by Poles before and

" after the outbreak of hostilities. I have

since seen some of the identical pictures
in “Holocaust books” with captions
claiming that they are Warsaw Ghetto
victims, Einsatzgruppen atrocities, etc.

LR would have done its readers a ser-
vice if it had included a review of some of
the books which have reexamined the Six
Million claim in the light of new evidence
and with the application of logical analy-
sis. For example, a member of the French
Resistance who spent the last threeyears
of the war as an inmate of Buchenwald
and Dora, Prof. Paul Rassinier, saw no
evidence of mass killings of Jews at those
camps. Following the war he devoted
much time to an investigation of these
charges, and in The Drama of the Euro-

pean Jews (Steppingstones Publications,

Box 612, Silver Spring, MD 20901, $3)

and other volumes, found that nosystem-

atic program of extermination of Jews
had existed under the Nazis and that
most of the people who perished in the
camps did so toward the end of the war
when the German transportation system
broke down, leading to near starvation
conditions and the outbreak of disease,
such a typhoid.

Another contrary w1tness is Thies Chris-
topherson, a botonist who worked at the
agronomy laboratory located at the
Auschwitz camp, where two to four mil-
lion Jews are said to have been gassed and
their bodies burned in huge ovens. Chris-

.tophemson, in Auschwitz: Truth_or Lie

(English & German eds., Samisdat Publi-
cations, 206 Carlton St., Toronto, Ont.,

e

" Canada, $1) relates ‘that hé saw 16 execu-
““tions or gas chambers pomtmg out that
" " Auschwitz-Birkenal ' was ‘an ' industrial

_center, not a death’ factory, and that .
the stench in the air was from’ the syn-
thetic rubber plant, not burning corpses. - .

The latest and most thorough study of.

the extermination question is ‘the work :

of a Northwestern University professor
of engineering, Dr. A.R. Butz, whose
Hoax of the Twentieth Century (Histori-
cal Review Press, 23 Ellerker Gardens,

Richmond TW10 6AA, England, $6)

shows what really did happen in the con-
centration camps and how the genocide
legend got started in the first place. Butz’
careful research examines the books re-
viewed by Reed and demonstrates why
they are suspect.

In sum, the review published by LR
would have done credit to William L.
Shirer. To LR readers it has served to
perpetuate the extermination story which
has been used to help obscure the actual
origins of the war. The Israelis have also
employed the genocide tale to mask their
own imperialistic policies toward the
Palestinian Arabs, who have been dis-
possed from their lands by the Zionists.

LR readers should expect more from
the editors.

WAYNE C. LUTTON
Assistant Professor of History
American Christian College

Tulsa, Okla. -

“Nothing More Than a Slur”

The letter from Erwin S. Strauss in the
September/October issue seems unworthy
of him, or indeed of any libertarian. To
criticize the validity of political action, or
the LP itself, or any of its acts is possible
and proper. But Strauss’ letter is nothing
more than aslur.

First, Strauss says that “Roger MacBride
and the LP hierarchy are basically Repub-
licans . . . who tumed to the LP only
after failing to make waves in the Repub-
lican Party,” and adds a description of
them as “political hacks who couldn’t
‘hack it’ in the Republican Party.” The
general tone of the letter is that these
people are not libertarians. Now 1 had

always thought:that-the libertarian ethic

- wag;iin. its mpst basic.form, opposition to

coercion: - 1. have mnever, seen or -heard
of MacBrlde or any of the other people
who Strauss ‘doesn’t name advocate it.
Indeed, thelr guiding word has been

; “principle.”
Second, Strauss ‘does not consider the

structure of the government. The presi-
dent is required to ‘“‘take care that the
laws be faithfully executed.” Unless
Congress also had a libertarian majority,
the congressmen would see this as a direct
threat to their pockets, and, quite prop-
erly, impeach the president for violation
of his trust. If Congress did have a liber-
tarian majority, of course, the tax laws
would certainly be changed. But no
president could openly proclaim that he
would not enforce the laws and hope
to survive.

Third, if Strauss had wanted to seriously
suggest a course of action to the LP, he
should have left out the insults, and vice
versa. Either could stand alone, but com-
bining them implies that one or the
other is not meant to be taken seriously.

I have met “Filthy Pierre” Strauss at
science fiction conventions several times
in the past two years. He impressed me as
being rational, benevolent, and fair-
minded. To say what he said is beneath

him.

JOSEPH T. MAJOR
Hopkinsville, Ky.

“A" Generous and Discriminating Ap-
praisement”

Thank you for sending me a copy of the
review of my Reason and Belief by John
Hospers [LR, Sep.-Oct. ’76]. it was a
generous and discriminating appraisement
which I greatly appreciate.

BRAND BLANSHARD
New Haven, Conn.

{Continued on page 22)
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Clessified

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES |

TURN FUN INTO PROFIT! Big $3$$$8
paid for doing crossword puzzles. Complete
information $1. Spondulix, Box 827-R,
Plymouth, MA 02360.

SILVER INVESTORS, get powerful 3 to 1
leverage with no margin calls, no forced
liquidation, no time limit, no ‘minimum
investment, no futures or options. 100%
legal and ethical. Speculate, while retaining
your cool. I got the idea while reading
Harry Browne’s “Monetary Crisis” book,
though oddly enough, he doesn’t mention
it there. Am I the only person to have
thought of this? $10, money back if not
satisfied. Watson Morris, Court Reporter, -
30310ALR Oak Avenue, Carrboro, NC
27510.

EMPLOYMENT

MERCHANT MARINE, LICENSED OF-
FICER, tells how to join, $3 and self ad-
dressed stamped envelope to Ernest, PO Box
17184, Phila., PA 19105.

STUFF ENVELOPES, $250 per 1000, send
Co, Box 250, Ansonia, CT 06401.

MAKE MONEY  at home. Details $1,
self-addressed envelope. Andy Davis, 290

Cherrywood Ave., San Leandro, CA 94577.

DEEPSEA EMPLOYMENT on Freighters and
Tankers. Big Money. World wide travel, Full
information, $2. Deepsea, PO Box 012109,
Miami, Florida 33101.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES--Work at home
full or spare time. Details $.25. Ashley Enter-
prises, 128A, Crosby, MS 39633,

MAKE '‘BIG money at home immediately
stuffing envelopes. Rush stamped, self-
addressed envelope: B&B Co., Box 115-LR.
Redding Ridge, CT 06876."

LITERATURE -

N Sample, $3. Normandy
Express Enterprises, Box 1154, Station A,
Toronto, Ontario, Canada MSW 1G6.

TRAPPED BY STATISM, gravity, death?
You could get: Earth/Space News, L-5
prsletter, The Immortalist, Individual
Liberty and New Libertarian Weekly for
$64/yr. Or you could get Claustrophobia—
which contains all these newsletters plus
extras such as contributions from Robert Wil-
son and Timothy Leary for $40/yr. Such a
deal! ($70/2 yrs., $20/6 mos., $4/mo.)
Claustrophobia, 5047 SW 26th Dr., Portland,
OR97201.

DR. NATHANIEL BRANDEN RECOM-
MENDS-TOUCH, a new magazine devoted
to “a sensitive, well-informed and highly
practical discussion of issues and problems-
in the area of human sexuality.” Sample,
$1.00. Try the ultimate intimate experi-
ence NOW! TOUCH, 2439LR 4th St.,
‘Santa Monica, CA 90405.

SWISS NUMBERED ACCOUNT by mail.
Complete details. $3. J.T. McShay, Box
19528, Indianapolis, IN 46219. _

MURRAY ROTHBARD ' VIEWS THE
WORLD! Monthly analysis of almost any-
thing from a hardcore libertarian perspec-
tive. Frequent contributions by. Len Liggio,
Bill Evers, Joe Stromberg, Roy Childs and
-others. For twelve 8 page issues send eight
dollars to LIBERTARIAN FORUM, Box 341,
Madison Sq. Station, New York, NY 10010.

stamped self addressed envelope to: PFR

GET RICH with “NORMANDY EXPRESS
| NEWSLETTER.”

ATHIEST/FREETHOUGHT LITERATURE

Foremost -publisher. Generous discounts.
Enlightening . samples, brochures $1.00.
Independent Publications, Box 162, Pater-
son, NJ 07513. : )

READ “THE BIGGEST CON: HOW THE
- GOVERNMENT IS FLEECING YOU.”
Explains why U.S. “money” and all govern-
ment inflationary activities are unconstitu-
tional, exposes Federal government’s cover
up of its $5 trillion debt and how it engin-
ecred the energy crisis, promotes unemploy-
ment, crime, welfare, and a lower standard
of living. Demolishes Social Security and
Keynesian economics. Proposes solutions,
including defenses against IRS (Author
pays no income taxes). “A Blockbuster”
—John Chamberlain. 325 solidly packed
and documented pages. For autographed
copy send $9.95 to Irwin A. Schiff, PO
Box 5303, Hamden, CT 06518.

PHILOLOGOS- a private monthly news-
letter of libertarian commentary and humor.
Year, $5, sample, $.50. OEHILR, Box 2586,
Tallahassee, FL 32304.

Investigate CONTEMPORARY REALISM, a
philosophy. (Non-religious, limited govern-
ment, pro-capitalist, individualistic, objective,
“non-sacrificial, Aristotelian, activist). Help
create a new educational approach, to replace
the existing accreditation system. Help create
new institutions and commerical enterprises
that will help switch our purchasing power
from supporters of the collectivists. For a
better understanding of this philosophy send
$1 for a copy of ANSWERS TO 100 PHILO-
sophical QUESTIONS to Contemporary Real-
ism Co., Box 552, Pomona, CA 91769. /

CB’ERS, BOOST yocur power without linears.
Bicentennial special: plans for base and
mobile, $5 M.O. please. Power Plans, POB
8641, Ft. Worth, TX 76112.

METRIC. SYSTEM newest manual by Neil
Holland. Text and chart $2 ppd. Pikes Enter-
prises. PO Box 5730, Pikesville, MD 21208.

MISCELLANY

MONTANA MOUNTAIN TRIPS: Backpack-
ing ' and mountaineering-'in the Montana

libertarian guides. = For brochure, write:
MMT, 3401 14th Ave. So., Great Falls,
MT 59405. 7' :

- EUREKA! For information on Brambeau’s

Fifty-Fifty Economics, Even Age Work
Force, Win-Lose War Plan and Herebefore
Religion, send S.A.S.E. to CENTURY APEX,
1615 Belmont Ave., Youngstown, OH 44504.

WAR 'to end wars! One gets killed (loser)—
one goes home (winner). End unending,
socialistic, suicidal wars. For pictorial presen-
tation send S.A.S.E. to Win-Lose War Plan,
Box 2138, Youngstown, OH 44504.

RELIGION: Any life after death is better
. than nothing—-even this one, for explanation
send $1 to HEREBEFORES, Box 2138,
Youngstown, OH 44504.

SELF-IMPROVEMENT -

vately owned. Independent, -unorthodox,
correspondence college.  Accredited by 3
organizations, but not AMA approved.
Doctorate degree for admissions, plus credit
given for experience as Practioner towards
M.D. degree. For application and brochure

ville, Ontario, Canada L6J 5A2. ;

" ‘wilderness, small groups, no crowds, and -

MEDICAL SCHOOL—-STATE chartered. Pri-

send $2 to: Medical School, Box 248, Oak- | Address: Classified Dept., Li

SHOP BY MAIL

NON-COMPETITIVE GAMES for children
and adults. Play together not against each
other.  Free . catalog. Family Pastimes, (LR)
R.R.4, Perth, Ontario, Canada.

100-WATT NON-ELECTRIC LIGHT. Smoke-
less, odorless, . noiseless. Aladdin Kerosene
lamps and heaters, 20% off. Catalogue, $.25.
Country Light, Box 1963, Athens, GA 30601.

RUBBER STAMPS. All styles. 3-line name
and address stamp with astrology sign, flag
or happy face $3.50. Name and address only
$2.50. Literature on request. Dealers inquiries
invited. Johnston Linotype Service, Dept 20,
7250 Angela Ave., Canoga Park, CA 91307.

RUBBER STAMPS- 3-lines, $1.50 ($.25
additional line); Signature, $4.50; Bank
Deposit, $1.50; c.w.o. FMS, Box 2319-L,
Lancaster, CA 93534.

WANT MORE MONEY, BETTER JOB?
Get valid college degrees by mail, without
studying . . . legally! Bachelors, Masters, PhD.,
H.S. diplomas—Revealing details - FREE.

Counseling, Box 389-LR1, Tustin, CA 92680. -

YOUR COAT OF ARMS research, color
drawing with reference. Send name, origin-
ating country, and $2.75 to Srott Crest,
gg%gs 90th Ave., N.W., Gig Harbor, WA

STOP BED WETTING. No drugs, gimmicks,
age limit. $5, stamped envelope, P.O. 3325
Wisconsin St., Oakland, CA 94602.

“THE FIGLEAF” A zany, monthly catalogue
of indescribable “unique” goodies. Makes
Christmas shopping a rib-tickling joy! Send
$1 and two. self-addressed stamped envel
opes for the next two issues to: The Figledf,
PO Box 634, Station H, Montreal, CANADA

GRAVITY CONTROLLED: VWireless Trans-
mission of Electrical Energy. Compress 150
KW out of 100 KW outlet. Small Input,
Large Output. Send $3 for Copy: World
Federation Scicnce Engineering, 5842 “J1”
McFadden, Huntingtcn Beach CA 92649.

WOOD SHELTER SYSTEMS available as
plans and materials kits for do-it-yourself
fabrication and erection. Brochure $1.00.
&%Ibl‘jOne Merchants Plaza, Bangor, ME

NEED NEW ID? Change name/age with State
ID cards, birth certificates, official ID!Details
$.25. Eden Press, Box 8410-LR, Fountain
Valley, CA 92708. -

BOOKS PRINTED from manuscript. Bio-
graphy  Press, Route-1-745, Aransas Pass,
TX 78336. .

DIVORCE IN 24 HOURS-—Mutual or con-
tested actions, low cost, Haiti or Dominican
Republic. - For “information, send $2 for
24-page booklet to: Dr. von Giohman, ODA
PO Box 5, Hyattsville, Maryland 20781, USA.
- Tel.: (301) 559-2342. Worldwide - service.

BEAUTIFUL HAWAIIAN SHIRTS. 100%cot-
ton, short sleeves. Small to XL, $9.95 each
plus COD fee. Available in Blue, Green,
Brown, Orange & Red. Marukiyoya, 188
North King Street, Honolulu, HI 96817.
No catalogs: .

" Raising - Groups”

- Shop,

- BEAUTIFUL RED, WHITE and Blue button

inscribed, “God’s Country and Mine,” two
flags and handsome Blue Eagle. Safety pin on
back. Send” $1.25 ppd. Individual order.
Bumper stickers, $1.25 ppd. Price lists for
salesmen, distributors, concessionaires, “Fund
with sample. Sorenson
Enterprises Corporation, 7005 West South
Ridge Drive, Greenfield, WI 53220. .

PERSONALIZE SNAPSHOTS! (9-word or
less fext) applies over image. Sample -$.25.
Phoro Captions, Box 203-L, Wynantskill,
NY 12198. . -

PROTECT YOUR ALBUMS. White cardboard
replacement jackets $.35. Gray plastic lined
inner sleeves $.15. Postage $1.25. Record
boxes and 78 sleeves available. CABCO LM,
Box 8212, Columbus, OH 43201. ‘

GOOD GIFT IDEA! Instrument kits! Build
Dulcimers, Guitars, Balalaikas, Haips, Banjos,
Mandolins. Free ‘catalog: Hughes Dulcimer
Company, 8665 West 13th Ave, LR, Denver,
Colorado 80215. )

MIRACLE ALL PURPOSE POLISHING
CLOTH WITH LEMON OIL. Better metals
and fumiture polishing than liquids, ask
your friends. {1.29 ostpaid, 3 for $3.
Sorry, no C.0.D. Marchegiano’s 1734 John
ton St., Philadelphia, PA 19145. -

SEQUENTIAL  SPELLING. Word Family.
Approach: all, tall, stall, install, instafled, -
installment. Parents can use to tutor their
own child at home. Recommended by and
for Special Education & Learning Disabilities
teachers. $5.95. Reading Via Typing, $8.95.
AVKO FEducational - Research Foundation,
3084 W. Willard Road, Birch Run, MI 48415.

ADAM SMITH NECKTIES AND TEE/
SHIRTS. Featuring an original illustration

. based on the Tassie Medallion. Neckties $10

each postpaid; Gold on Burgundy and Gold
on Navy Blue. Tees $6 each postpaid; two
sizes fit all: Large and Too Large. Decatur

g , Ltd., Dept. LR, North Adams,
MI 49262. A

INEXPENSIVE, CONFIDENTIAL receiving,
forwarding. Write: P.A.P.A., PO Box 3299,
Pasadena, TX 77502.

4 .
KESHI YENA (Stuffed Edam Cheese). Send .
1 for recipe this delicious meal indigenous
Aruba-Curacao, Neth. Antilles. Sargent, Box
451-L, Woodridge, N.Y. 12789. )

HORS D’OEUVRES, 4 recipes. Delicious
different, easy. $1. Also Rum Balls, sensa-
tional, $1. M.C. Miller, PO ‘Box 126,
Sewickley, PA 15143, :

“AMERICA. . .1776 to 1976”. LP collection
of bicentennial music done in contemporary
styles, including jazz-rock, swing, and pop.
Unusual ‘and hip arrangements for the con-
temporary music lover to celebrate America’s -
bicentennial. $6.00. L. Paxton, 5900 Sussex,
Troy, M1 48084. ’ )

CINCINNATI is a funny name for a nice town
with chili dishes all its own. Recipes $1.

. Johnson, Box 272-B, Mason, OH 45040.

~ AGING FACE? Sagging chin? Protruding

vity. $3.

tummy? Reverse the law of
prings, Ar-

SASE. Verna, Box 2445, Hot
kansas 71901. .

T

. CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS are accepted at the discretion of the publisher. Rat;es: 10

cents per word (minimum $2). For U.S. box number, $1. Full payment must accompany order.

rtarian. Review, 901 N. Washington St., Alexandria,

A 22314,
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An Afterword. . . (Continued ﬁém page 21)

Kudos—

lication!

Libertarian Review is my idea of a pub-
I know of no other that does
what it does—and I feel you and the edi-
torial board deserve a perfect chorus of
huzzahs!" There are many of us out here

who hunger and thirst for what you pro- -

vide! Keep it up!

I want especially to say thank you for
Reginald Bretnor’s articles. The man has
a mind like a steel trap, and he focuses:
unerringly on the fallacies of our modemn
times. ‘For his articles alone I would send
gift subscriptions to all mv friends—only
my means are limited (in other words, the
government has made it impossible to in-
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dulge in many luxuries!). I must content
myself with clipping his words and send-

ing them in letters to one friend who, I

know, reads with attention.

Because I am no longer young, I lack 4a -

kind of spiritual resiliency, so I Cannot
believe that the Libertarian Party can ever
be a force in this poor beleagured country
of ours. I wish it could!

The platform on which Roger MacBride -

is running is exactly what I think a party
platform should be. (I sent out a copy of
it to a friend who is a conservative, and to
another who is a liberal—and they were
both impressed!)

" As I said, do keep it up! Libertarians

are truly voices crying in the wilderness—

but they can be insistent voices, and
disturbing.

MRS. DAVID HAMBLEN, 111

Newton, Mass.

- And, on the Other Hand . . .

1 feel yc)ur magaziné leaves much to be
desired. Let me explain. I have -seen

Roger MacBride on “Firing Line,” and-

have read his book, 4 New Dawn for
America. 1 have spoken briefly with Bob
Meier and Ed Crane. These gentlemen
strike me as being intelligent and reason-
able. Because of their positions of leader-

~ ship in the Libertarian Party, 1 presume

that their posture is representative of the
party. s

1 do not consider the tone of your

" magazine to be intelligent and reasonable,
-however.

Most of your contributors
impress me.as being paranoic-evangelists
who are more concerned with spreading

the word that we are all being persecuted

by the government than with discussing
ways in”which we can all improve our
lifestyle and contentment regardless of
who is in office. I believe that libertarian-
ism will. grow with the awareness that

-,

~each of us has the ability to better him-

_self without government asistance. Liber-
tarianism- has no future if it is primarily
a springboard for pie-in-the-sky anarch-
ists. v : B
. May I suggest that in the future your
magazine be more devoted to social es-
says of thought-provoking substance
(such as Reginald Bretnor’s piece in the
July-August issue), and less devoted to
book reviews (many of which give the
reader the impression that the reviewer
has a bone to pick with some author none
of us has ever heard of before).

If libertarianism grows as a philosophy
of realistic and pragmatic doers, then
Roger MacBride will get my vote. But if
you people are just another bunch o
whiners and pseudo-intellectual compain-
ers, then, gentlemen, I just don’t have
time to listen.

RUSSELL F. MOON, JR.
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Why Has This
Little:known Journal
Become a Major Force

in the New
American Revolution?.

You may never have heard of Libertarian Review, even though it is in its fourth yéar of
publication.

But you have surely heard of the libertarian writers and scholars whose works have ap-

- peared in its pages: the late Ludwig von Mises, Nobel Laureate F. A. Hayek, Leonard E. Read,

+Murray N. Rothbard, Henry Hazlitt, Thomas Szasz, Arthur Ekirch, John Hospers, Nathaniel
Branden, Roger MacBride, Robert LeFevre, G. William Domhoff, Felix Morey, Theodore
Sturgeon, Robert Sherrill, Karl Hess, and dozens of others.

LR has been called the outstanding intellectual journal of the emerging libertarian move-
ment—the premier commentary and review of books, ideas, and the arts—-written by and for
libertarians. :

LR promises to aggravate, stimulate and infuriate. It will raise questions you may never
have considered. It will challenge some of your most firmly held beliefs. It will never bore you.

Now you can join the vanguard of the most exciting intellectual-political movement of
the century by subscribing to LR. For new readers we make this offer: A full year of Libertarian
Review for only $8. .

To take advantage of this offer, tear out and mail the coupon today! Unconditional money-back
guarantee if you're not completely delighted!
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cfctler Syndrome L YES—I want to join the thousands of informed readers
e ' : of Libertarian Review.. Start my subscription today.
I enclose payment of $8 for one full year. ‘
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The Yankee and Cowboy War / Power Shift
Reviewed by Alan Fairgate '

The Literature of FreethOught
' By George H. Smith ' ‘

. My Years with Ludwig von Mises
Reviewed by Murray N. Rothbard

Cut Local Taxes

Reviewed by Tom G. Palmer

ALSO: A look at “The Power of Congress (As Congress Sees It)” / “Prohibiting Rattlesnakes ar;d '
Strychnine” by Gary A. Hughes / “Thomas Paine: A Soidier for All Seasons™ by Carl Shapiro / Neil

McCaffrey brings his “Jazz: The Golden Age” to a close / Tibor Machan’s thoughts on ‘““‘Sentience” /
Much More! : ,
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